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HOUSE BILL 26-1174

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Brown and Taggart, Sirota, Clifford, Duran,
McCluskie;
also SENATOR(S) Amabile and Kirkmeyer, Bridges.

CONCERNING ADJUSTMENTS TO SCHOOL FUNDING FOR THE 2025-26 BUDGET
YEAR, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, REDUCING AN
APPROPRIATION,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly
finds and declares that:

(a) For the 2025-26 budget year, the actual funded pupil count and
the at-risk pupil count are lower than anticipated when the appropriation
was established in the 2025 regular legislative session for total program
funding for the 2025-26 budget year. As a result, total program is
$33,548,028 lower than anticipated when appropriations were established
in the 2025 regular legislative session.

(b) Based on the actual local property tax revenue and specific
ownership tax revenue available to school districts for the 2025-26 budget
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year, the local share of total program funding is $69,924,480 higher than
anticipated when appropriations were established in the 2025 regular
legislative session.

(c) Therefore, the general assembly's intent is to decrease the state
share of districts' total program funding by $103,472,508 for the 2025-26
budget year.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-54-103.5, amend
(14)(a)(I) as follows:

22-54-103.5. District total program - rules - legislative
declaration - repeal.

(14) Total program funding.

(a) (I) For the 2025-26 budget year, the department of education and
the staff of the legislative council shall determine, based on budget
projections, the amount to ensure that for the 2025-26 budget year, the sum
of total program funding for all districts, including funding for institute

charter schools, is at least tembitlionthirty-one-mithonstx-hundred-six
thousandninety-dotars<($516;031;666;696) NINE BILLION NINE HUNDRED

NINETY-EIGHT MILLION FIFTY-EIGHT THOUSAND SIXTY-THREE DOLLARS
($9,998,058,063); except that the department of education and the staff of
the legislative council shall make mid-year revisions to replace projections
with actual figures, including actual pupil enrollment, assessed valuations,
and specific ownership tax revenue from the prior year to determine any
necessary changes in the amount to maintain total program funding for the
applicable budget year.

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-54-103.3, amend
(3)(a) as follows:

22-54-103.3. District total program - 2025-26 through 2030-31
budget years - definitions - repeal.

(3) (a) (I) For the 2025-26 budget year, a district's total program is
the greater of the district's total program determination for the 2024-25
budget year, or the amount calculated pursuant to section 22-54-104 plus an
amount equal to fifteen percent of the difference between the district's total
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program calculation pursuant to section 22-54-103.5 and the district's total
program calculation pursuant to section 22-54-104.

(I) WHEN DETERMINING A DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM PURSUANT
TO SUBSECTION (3)(a)(I) OF THIS SECTION, IF THE DISTRICT'S TOTAL
PROGRAM CALCULATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-103.5 1S LESS THAN
THE DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION PURSUANT TO SECTION
22-54-104, THENNOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (3)(a)(I) OF THIS SECTION,
THE DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM IS THE GREATER OF THE DISTRICT'S TOTAL
PROGRAM DETERMINATION FOR THE 2024-25 BUDGET YEAR OR THE AMOUNT
CALCULATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-104.
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SECTION 5. Safety clause. The general assembly finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety or for appropriations for
the support and maintenance of the departments of the state and state
institutions.

AR, T LY

Julie McCluskie N—, James Rashad Coleman, Sr.
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE
\Vserzn el @(MAM/[DWLL
Vanessa Reilly \/ Esther van Mourik
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE
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