
Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado: 

Section 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 17 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 17. Dᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Iɴᴅᴇᴘᴇɴᴅᴇɴᴄᴇ. 

Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ɪs ᴀɴ ɪɴᴅᴇᴘᴇɴᴅᴇɴᴛ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴ, ᴀɴᴅ ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ ɪs ᴛʜᴇ sᴜᴘʀᴇᴍᴇ ʟᴀᴡ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀɴᴅ. 

Section 2. The Secretary of State of Colorado shall send the following document to the people of Colorado, the 

United Nations, and the leaders of every country that Colorado recognises, as outlined in Section 7: 

We, the people of the State of Colorado, hereby declare the independence of Colorado, and the Colorado 

Constitution to be the supreme law of the land. We request that all other nations, and the United Nations, 

recognise our independence. We encourage other nations to open negotiations with Colorado to establish 

diplomatic relations and sign treaties. We demand that the United States withdraw its forces from Colorado. We 

demand that all other nations respect our sovereignty and territorial integrity. We are requesting membership in 

the United Nations and its agencies, the International Criminal Court, the Organization of American States, the 

Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature, the Conference on Disarmament, the Organization for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization, the Australian Group, 

the International Energy Agency, the International Renewable Energy Organization, the International Solar Alliance, 

the Association of World Election Bodies, the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, and the 

World Organization for Animal Health. 

[signed by Secretary of State] 

January 1st, 2027 

Section 3. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article II, add section 33 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 33. Cɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴsʜɪᴘ. 

Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ᴍᴇᴇᴛs ᴀᴛ ʟᴇᴀsᴛ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ꜰᴏʟʟᴏᴡɪɴɢ ʀᴇǫᴜɪʀᴇᴍᴇɴᴛs ᴍᴀʏ ʙᴇᴄᴏᴍᴇ ᴀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ: 

1. ʙᴏʀɴ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ

2. ʙᴏʀɴ ᴛᴏ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ᴘᴀʀᴇɴᴛs ᴡʜᴏ ᴀʀᴇ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ

3. ᴀᴅᴏᴘᴛᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ᴘᴀʀᴇɴᴛs ᴡʜᴏ ᴀʀᴇ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ

4. ᴍᴀʀʀɪᴇs sᴏᴍᴇᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ɪs ᴀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ

5. ʜᴀs ʟɪᴠᴇᴅ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ꜰᴏʀ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀsᴛ ʏᴇᴀʀ

ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ ꜰɪʀsᴛ ᴛʜʀᴇᴇ ᴄᴀsᴇs, ᴛʜᴇ ᴘᴇʀsᴏɴ ʙᴇᴄᴏᴍᴇs ᴀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴀᴜᴛᴏᴍᴀᴛɪᴄᴀʟʟʏ ᴀɴᴅ ɴᴇᴄᴇssᴀʀɪʟʏ. Iɴ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀsᴛ ᴛᴡᴏ ᴄᴀsᴇs, ᴛʜᴇ ᴘᴇʀsᴏɴ 

ᴍᴜsᴛ ᴀᴘᴘʟʏ ꜰᴏʀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴsʜɪᴘ. Aᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴀʀᴇ ʀᴇᴠɪᴇᴡᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴅᴇᴘᴀʀᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ sᴛᴀᴛᴇ. Aᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴀʀᴇ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴀᴄᴄᴇᴘᴛᴇᴅ ᴏʀ 
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ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ 90 ᴅᴀʏs ᴏꜰ ᴡʜᴇɴ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ɪs ꜰɪʟᴇᴅ. Iꜰ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛᴇᴅ, ᴀɴ ᴀᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀɴᴛ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀᴘᴘᴇᴀʟ. Aᴘᴘᴇᴀʟs ᴀʀᴇ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴜᴘʜᴇʟᴅ 

ᴏʀ ᴅᴇɴɪᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ 90 ᴅᴀʏs ᴏꜰ ᴡʜᴇɴ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴘᴘᴇᴀʟ ɪs ꜰɪʟᴇᴅ. A ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀʟsᴏ ʙᴇ ᴀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ᴏᴛʜᴇʀ 

ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs. Aɴʏ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴡʜᴏ ɪs 18 ʏᴇᴀʀs ᴏꜰ ᴀɢᴇ ᴏʀ ᴏʟᴅᴇʀ ᴍᴀʏ ᴠᴏʟᴜɴᴛᴀʀɪʟʏ ꜰᴏʀꜰᴇɪᴛ ᴛʜᴇɪʀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴsʜɪᴘ ᴀᴛ ᴀɴʏ ᴛɪᴍᴇ. 

Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ʜᴀs ʟɪᴠᴇᴅ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ꜰᴏʀ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀsᴛ 12 ᴍᴏɴᴛʜs ᴀɴᴅ/ᴏʀ ɪs ʀᴇɢɪsᴛᴇʀᴇᴅ ᴛᴏ ᴠᴏᴛᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ᴛɪᴍᴇ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs 

ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ's ᴇɴᴀᴄᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴀᴜᴛᴏᴍᴀᴛɪᴄᴀʟʟʏ ᴀɴᴅ ɴᴇᴄᴇssᴀʀɪʟʏ ʙᴇᴄᴏᴍᴇs ᴀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 4. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article II, add section 34 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 34. Iᴍᴍɪɢʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ. 

Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴄᴀɴ ᴇɴᴛᴇʀ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴀɴᴅ sᴛᴀʏ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ꜰᴏʀ ᴀs ʟᴏɴɢ ᴀs ᴛʜᴇʏ ᴡᴀɴᴛ ᴛᴏ. Tʜᴇʏ ᴅᴏ ɴᴏᴛ ɴᴇᴇᴅ ᴀ ᴠɪsᴀ ᴛᴏ ᴅᴏ sᴏ. Nᴏ 

ᴏɴᴇ ᴍᴀʏ ʙᴇ ᴅᴇɴɪᴇᴅ ᴀ ᴊᴏʙ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʙᴇᴄᴀᴜsᴇ ᴏꜰ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴsʜɪᴘ ᴏʀ ᴠɪsᴀ sᴛᴀᴛᴜs. Nᴏ ᴏɴᴇ ᴍᴀʏ ʙᴇ ᴅɪsᴄʀɪᴍɪɴᴀᴛᴇᴅ ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ ʙᴇᴄᴀᴜsᴇ 

ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇɪʀ ᴄɪᴛɪᴢᴇɴsʜɪᴘ ᴏʀ ᴠɪsᴀ sᴛᴀᴛᴜs. 

Section 5. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article X, amend section 20 as follows: 

Section 20. The Taxpayer's Bill of Rights. 

(1) General provisions. 

 

 

This section takes effect December 31, 1992 or as stated. Its preferred interpretation shall reasonably restrain most the 

growth of government. All provisions are self-executing and severable and supersede conflicting state constitutional, 

state statutory, charter, or other state or local provisions. Other limits on district revenue, spending, and debt may be 

weakened only by future voter approval. Individual or class action enforcement suits may be filed and shall have the 

highest civil priority of resolution. Successful plaintiffs are allowed costs and reasonable attorney fees, but a district is 

not unless a suit against it be ruled frivolous. Revenue collected, kept, or spent illegally since four full fiscal years 

before a suit is filed shall be refunded with 10% annual simple interest from the initial conduct. Subject to judicial 

review, districts may use any reasonable method for refunds under this section, including temporary tax credits or rate 

reductions. Refunds need not be proportional when prior payments are impractical to identify or return. When annual 

district revenue is less than annual payments on general obligation bonds, pensions, and final court judgments, (4)(a) 

and (7) shall be suspended to provide for the deficiency. 

 

 

(2) Term definitions. 

 

 

Within this section: 

 

 

(a) "Ballot issue" means a non-recall petition or referred measure in an election. 

 

 

(b) "District" means the state or any local government, excluding enterprises. 



 

 

(c) "Emergency" excludes economic conditions, revenue shortfalls, or district salary or fringe benefit increases. 

 

 

(d) "Enterprise" means a government-owned business authorized to issue its own revenue bonds and receiving under 

10% of annual revenue in grants from all Colorado state and local governments combined. 

 

 

(e) "Fiscal year spending" means all district expenditures and reserve increases except, as to both, those for refunds 

made in the current or next fiscal year or those from gifts, federal funds, collections for another government, pension 

contributions by employees and pension fund earnings, reserve transfers or expenditures, damage awards, or 

property sales. 

 

 

(f) "Inflation" means the percentage change in the  ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price 

Index for Denver-Boulder, all items, all urban consumers, or its successor index. 

 

 

(g) "Local growth" for a non-school district means a net percentage change in actual value of all real property in a 

district from construction of taxable real property improvements, minus destruction of similar improvements, and 

additions to, minus deletions from, taxable real property. For a school district, it means the percentage change in its 

student enrollment. 

 

 

(3) Election provisions. 

 

 

(a) Ballot issues shall be decided in a state general election, biennial local district election, or on the first Tuesday in 

November of odd-numbered years. Except for petitions, bonded debt, or charter or constitutional provisions, districts 

may consolidate ballot issues and voters may approve a delay of up to four years in voting on ballot issues. District 

actions taken during such a delay shall not extend beyond that period. 

 

 

(b) At least 30 days before a ballot issue election, districts shall mail at the least cost, and as a package where districts 

with ballot issues overlap, a titled notice or set of notices addressed to "All Registered Voters" at each address of one 

or more active registered electors. The districts may coordinate the mailing required by this paragraph (b) with the 

distribution of the ballot information booklet required by section 1 (7.5) of article V of this constitution in order to 

save mailing costs. Titles shall have this order of preference:"NOTICE OF ELECTION TO INCREASE TAXES/TO INCREASE 



DEBT/ON A CITIZEN PETITION/ON A REFERRED MEASURE." Except for district voter-approved additions, notices shall 

include only: 

 

 

(i) The election date, hours, ballot title, text, and local election office address and telephone number. 

 

 

(ii) For proposed district tax or bonded debt increases, the estimated or actual total of district fiscal year spending for 

the current year and each of the past four years, and the overall percentage and dollar change. 

 

 

(iii) For the first full fiscal year of each proposed district tax increase, district estimates of the maximum dollar amount 

of each increase and of district fiscal year spending without the increase. 

 

 

(iv) For proposed district bonded debt, its principal amount and maximum annual and total district repayment cost, 

and the principal balance of total current district bonded debt and its maximum annual and remaining total district 

repayment cost. 

 

 

(v) Two summaries, up to 500 words each, one for and one against the proposal, of written comments filed with the 

election officer by 45 days before the election. No summary shall mention names of persons or private groups, nor 

any endorsements of or resolutions against the proposal. Petition representatives following these rules shall write this 

summary for their petition. The election officer shall maintain and accurately summarize all other relevant written 

comments. The provisions of this subparagraph (v) do not apply to a statewide ballot issue, which is subject to the 

provisions of section 1 (7.5) of article V of this constitution. 

 

 

(c) Except by later voter approval, if a tax increase or fiscal year spending exceeds any estimate in (b)(iii) for the same 

fiscal year, the tax increase is thereafter reduced up to 100% in proportion to the combined dollar excess, and the 

combined excess revenue refunded in the next fiscal year. District bonded debt shall not issue on terms that could 

exceed its share of its maximum repayment costs in (b)(iv). Ballot titles for tax or bonded debt increases shall begin, 

"SHALL (DISTRICT) TAXES BE INCREASED (FIRST, OR IF PHASED IN, FINAL, FULL FISCAL YEAR DOLLAR INCREASE) 

ANNUALLY...?" OR "SHALL (DISTRICT) DEBT BE INCREASED (PRINCIPAL AMOUNT), WITH A REPAYMENT COST OF 

(MAXIMUM TOTAL DISTRICT COST), ...?" 

 

 

(4) Required elections. 

 

 



Starting November 4, 1992, districts must have voter approval in advance for: 

 

 

(a) Unless (1) or (6) applies, any new tax, tax rate increase, mill levy above that for the prior year, valuation for 

assessment ratio increase for a property class, or extension of an expiring tax, or a tax policy change directly causing a 

net tax revenue gain to any district. 

 

 

(b) Except for refinancing district bonded debt at a lower interest rate or adding new employees to existing district 

pension plans, creation of any multiple-fiscal year direct or indirect district debt or other financial obligation 

whatsoever without adequate present cash reserves pledged irrevocably and held for payments in all future fiscal 

years. 

 

 

(5) Emergency reserves. 

 

 

To use for declared emergencies only, each district shall reserve for 1993 1% or more, for 1994 2% or more, and for all 

later years 3% or more of its fiscal year spending excluding bonded debt service. Unused reserves apply to the next 

year's reserve. 

 

 

(6) Emergency taxes. 

 

 

This subsection grants no new taxing power. Emergency property taxes are prohibited. Emergency tax revenue is 

excluded for purposes of (3)(c) and (7), even if later ratified by voters. Emergency taxes shall also meet all of the 

following conditions: 

 

 

(a) A 2/3 majority of the members of each house of the general assembly or of a local district board declares the 

emergency and imposes the tax by separate recorded roll call votes. 

 

 

(b) Emergency tax revenue shall be spent only after emergency reserves are depleted, and shall be refunded within 

180 days after the emergency ends if not spent on the emergency. 

 

 



(c) A tax not approved on the next election date 60 days or more after the declaration shall end with that election 

month. 

 

 

(7) Spending limits. 

 

 

(a) The maximum annual percentage change in state fiscal year spending equals inflation plus the percentage change 

in state population in the prior calendar year, adjusted for revenue changes approved by voters after 1991. Population 

shall be determined by annual  ̶f̶e̶d̶e̶r̶a̶l̶ ̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ census estimates and such number shall be adjusted every decade 

to match the f̶̶e̶d̶e̶r̶a̶l̶Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ census. 

 

 

(b) The maximum annual percentage change in each local district's fiscal year spending equals inflation in the prior 

calendar year plus annual local growth, adjusted for revenue changes approved by voters after 1991 and (8)(b) and (9) 

reductions. 

 

 

(c) The maximum annual percentage change in each district's property tax revenue equals inflation in the prior 

calendar year plus annual local growth, adjusted for property tax revenue changes approved by voters after 1991 and 

(8)(b) and (9) reductions. 

 

 

(d) If revenue from sources not excluded from fiscal year spending exceeds these limits in dollars for that fiscal year, 

the excess shall be refunded in the next fiscal year unless voters approve a revenue change as an offset. Initial district 

bases are current fiscal year spending and 1991 property tax collected in 1992. Qualification or disqualification as an 

enterprise shall change district bases and future year limits. Future creation of district bonded debt shall increase, and 

retiring or refinancing district bonded debt shall lower, fiscal year spending and property tax revenue by the annual 

debt service so funded. Debt service changes, reductions, (1) and (3)(c) refunds, and voter-approved revenue changes 

are dollar amounts that are exceptions to, and not part of, any district base. Voter-approved revenue changes do not 

require a tax rate change. 

 

 

(8) Revenue limits. 

 

 

(a) New or increased transfer tax rates on real property are prohibited. No new state real property tax or local district 

income tax shall be imposed. Neither an income tax rate increase nor a new state definition of taxable income shall 

apply before the next tax year. Any income tax law change after July 1, 1992 shall also require all taxable net income 

to be taxed at one rate, excluding refund tax credits or voter-approved tax credits, with no added tax or surcharge. 



 

 

(b) Each district may enact cumulative uniform exemptions and credits to reduce or end business personal property 

taxes. 

 

 

(c) Regardless of reassessment frequency, valuation notices shall be mailed annually and may be appealed annually, 

with no presumption in favor of any pending valuation. Past or future sales by a lender or government shall also be 

considered as comparable market sales and their sales prices kept as public records. Actual value shall be stated on all 

property tax bills and valuation notices and, for residential real property, determined solely by the market approach to 

appraisal. 

 

 

(9) State mandates. 

 

 

Except for public education through grade 12  ̶o̶r̶ ̶a̶s̶ ̶r̶e̶q̶u̶i̶r̶e̶d̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶a̶ ̶l̶o̶c̶a̶l̶ ̶d̶i̶s̶t̶r̶i̶c̶t̶ ̶b̶y̶ ̶f̶e̶d̶e̶r̶a̶l̶ ̶l̶a̶w̶,̶ ̶a local district may 

reduce or end its subsidy to any program delegated to it by the general assembly for administration. For current 

programs, the state may require 90 days notice and that the adjustment occur in a maximum of three equal annual 

installments. 

 

 

(10) Bᴏʀᴅᴇʀ Aᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛs. 

 

 

Sᴜʙsᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ (4)(ᴀ) ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴄᴀɴ ᴇɴᴀᴄᴛ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀ ᴀᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛs (ɪᴍᴘᴏʀᴛ ᴛᴀx ᴀɴᴅ 

ᴇxᴘᴏʀᴛ ʀᴇʙᴀᴛᴇ, ᴇǫᴜᴀʟ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴍᴏᴜɴᴛ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀʟʀᴇᴀᴅʏ ᴇxɪsᴛɪɴɢ ᴅᴏᴍᴇsᴛɪᴄ ᴛᴀx) ꜰᴏʀ ᴀʟʀᴇᴀᴅʏ ᴇxɪsᴛɪɴɢ ᴅᴏᴍᴇsᴛɪᴄ ᴛᴀxᴇs ᴡɪᴛʜᴏᴜᴛ 

ᴠᴏᴛᴇʀ ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠᴀʟ. 

 

 

(11) Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Tᴀᴋᴇᴏᴠᴇʀ ᴏꜰ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs Pʀᴏɢʀᴀᴍs. 

 

 

Aɴʏᴛʜɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs sᴘᴇɴᴛ ᴍᴏɴᴇʏ ᴏɴ, ᴀɴᴅ/ᴏʀ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪᴅᴇᴅ ꜰᴜɴᴅɪɴɢ ꜰᴏʀ, ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴏɴ Jᴀɴᴜᴀʀʏ 19ᴛʜ, 2025 ɪs ᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ 

ᴜɴᴅᴇʀ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴏɴᴛʀᴏʟ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ᴀɴᴅ ꜰᴜɴᴅᴇᴅ ʙʏ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ʙᴜᴛ ᴄᴀɴ ʙᴇ ᴇʟɪᴍɪɴᴀᴛᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ. Tʜᴇ sᴘᴇɴᴅɪɴɢ 

ʟɪᴍɪᴛs ɪɴ sᴜʙsᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ (7) ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ ᴛʜᴇ sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ ɪɴᴄʀᴇᴀsᴇ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴍᴏᴜɴᴛ ᴏꜰ ᴍᴏɴᴇʏ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs 

sᴘᴇɴᴛ ɪɴ, ᴀɴᴅ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪᴅᴇᴅ ᴛᴏ, Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴅᴜʀɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴇ 2023-2024 Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ꜰɪsᴄᴀʟ ʏᴇᴀʀ. Sᴜʙsᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ (4)(ᴀ) ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 

ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ɪɴᴄʀᴇᴀsᴇ ᴛᴀxᴇs ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴍᴏᴜɴᴛ ᴏꜰ ᴍᴏɴᴇʏ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs sᴘᴇɴᴛ ɪɴ, ᴀɴᴅ 

ᴘʀᴏᴠɪᴅᴇᴅ ᴛᴏ, Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴅᴜʀɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴇ 2023-2024 Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ꜰɪsᴄᴀʟ ʏᴇᴀʀ. 



 

 

(12) Rᴇᴛᴀʟɪᴀᴛᴏʀʏ Tᴀʀɪꜰꜰs. 

 

 

Sᴜʙsᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ (4)(ᴀ) ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, ɪꜰ ᴀ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰ ɪs ʟᴇᴠɪᴇᴅ ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ 

ɪᴍᴘᴏsᴇ ʀᴇᴛᴀʟɪᴀᴛᴏʀʏ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴏᴜɴᴛʀʏ ᴛʜᴀᴛ ɪs ʟᴇᴠʏɪɴɢ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. Tʜᴇsᴇ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴀᴜᴛᴏᴍᴀᴛɪᴄᴀʟʟʏ ᴀɴᴅ 

ɴᴇᴄᴇssᴀʀɪʟʏ ɢᴏ ᴀᴡᴀʏ ᴡʜᴇɴ ᴛʜᴇ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴏᴜɴᴛʀʏ ᴛʜᴀᴛ ʟᴇᴠɪᴇᴅ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʟɪꜰᴛs ᴛʜᴇ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. Tʜᴇ 

ᴍᴏɴᴇʏ ᴄᴏʟʟᴇᴄᴛᴇᴅ ꜰʀᴏᴍ ᴛʜᴇsᴇ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs ᴍᴀʏ ʙᴇ sᴘᴇɴᴛ ᴡɪᴛʜᴏᴜᴛ ʀᴇɢᴀʀᴅ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ sᴘᴇɴᴅɪɴɢ ʟɪᴍɪᴛs ɪɴ sᴜʙsᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ (7) ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs 

sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ. 

Section 6. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 18 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 18. Cᴜsᴛᴏᴍs ᴀɴᴅ Bᴏʀᴅᴇʀ Aᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ Rᴇʙᴀᴛᴇs. 

Aʟʟ ɢᴏᴏᴅs ᴇɴᴛᴇʀɪɴɢ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴍᴜsᴛ ʙᴇ sᴄʀᴇᴇɴᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴄᴜsᴛᴏᴍs ᴀɢᴇɴᴛs. Cᴜsᴛᴏᴍs ᴀɢᴇɴᴛs ᴍᴜsᴛ ᴄᴏʟʟᴇᴄᴛ ᴀɴʏ ʀᴇᴛᴀʟɪᴀᴛᴏʀʏ ᴛᴀʀɪꜰꜰs 

ᴀɴᴅ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀ ᴀᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ꜰᴇᴇs. Cᴜsᴛᴏᴍs ᴀɢᴇɴᴛs ᴍᴜsᴛ ᴄᴏɴꜰɪsᴄᴀᴛᴇ ᴀɴʏ ɪᴛᴇᴍs ɪʟʟᴇɢᴀʟ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ᴛᴀᴋᴇs ɢᴏᴏᴅs 

ᴛʜᴀᴛ ᴀ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀ ᴀᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ʜᴀs ʙᴇᴇɴ ɪᴍᴘᴏsᴇᴅ ᴏɴ ᴏᴜᴛ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴄᴀɴ ᴀᴘᴘʟʏ ꜰᴏʀ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀ ᴀᴅᴊᴜsᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ʀᴇʙᴀᴛᴇs. Tʜᴇ 

Dᴇᴘᴀʀᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ Tʀᴇᴀsᴜʀʏ sʜᴀʟʟ ʀᴇᴠɪᴇᴡ ᴀᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴs. Aᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴀʀᴇ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴀᴄᴄᴇᴘᴛᴇᴅ ᴏʀ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ 90 ᴅᴀʏs ᴏꜰ ᴡʜᴇɴ 

ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ɪs ꜰɪʟᴇᴅ. Iꜰ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛᴇᴅ, ᴀɴ ᴀᴘᴘʟɪᴄᴀɴᴛ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀᴘᴘᴇᴀʟ. Aᴘᴘᴇᴀʟs ᴀʀᴇ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴜᴘʜᴇʟᴅ ᴏʀ ᴅᴇɴɪᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ 90 ᴅᴀʏs ᴏꜰ ᴡʜᴇɴ 

ᴛʜᴇ ᴀᴘᴘᴇᴀʟ ɪs ꜰɪʟᴇᴅ.  

Section 7. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article IV, add section 24 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 24. Fᴏʀᴇɪɢɴ Aꜰꜰᴀɪʀs. 

Tʜᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴏʀ ᴍᴀʏ ᴍᴀᴋᴇ ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛɪᴇs, ᴡʜɪᴄʜ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠᴇ ᴏʀ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛ. Tʜᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴏʀ ᴍᴀʏ ᴘʀᴏᴘᴏsᴇ ᴛʜᴇ 

ᴡɪᴛʜᴅʀᴀᴡᴀʟ ꜰʀᴏᴍ ᴀ ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛʏ, ᴡʜɪᴄʜ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠᴇ ᴏʀ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛ. Tʜᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴏʀ ᴍᴀʏ ɴᴏᴍɪɴᴀᴛᴇ ᴀᴍʙᴀssᴀᴅᴏʀs, 

ᴡʜɪᴄʜ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴄᴏɴꜰɪʀᴍ ᴏʀ ʀᴇᴊᴇᴄᴛ. Tʜᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴏʀ ᴍᴀʏ ᴀᴘᴘᴏɪɴᴛ sᴜʙ-ᴀᴍʙᴀssᴀᴅᴏʀ ʟᴇᴠᴇʟ ᴅɪᴘʟᴏᴍᴀᴛɪᴄ 

ʀᴇᴘʀᴇsᴇɴᴛᴀᴛɪᴠᴇs, ʀᴇᴘʀᴇsᴇɴᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴀᴛ ᴍᴇᴇᴛɪɴɢs ʙᴇᴛᴡᴇᴇɴ ᴡᴏʀʟᴅ ʟᴇᴀᴅᴇʀs, ᴀɴᴅ ʀᴇᴄᴇɪᴠᴇ ᴀᴍʙᴀssᴀᴅᴏʀs. Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʀᴇᴄᴏɢɴɪᴢᴇs 

ᴀʟʟ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ʀᴇᴄᴏɢɴɪᴢᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Nᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴜɴʟᴇss ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ sᴀʏs ᴏᴛʜᴇʀᴡɪsᴇ. Tʜᴇ ᴘʀᴇᴠɪᴏᴜs sᴇɴᴛᴇɴᴄᴇ 

ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʀᴇᴄᴏɢɴɪᴢᴇs Kᴏsᴏᴠᴏ, Sᴏᴍᴀʟɪʟᴀɴᴅ, ᴀɴᴅ Cᴀᴛᴀʟᴏɴɪᴀ ᴀs ɪɴᴅᴇᴘᴇɴᴅᴇɴᴛ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴛʜᴇ Sᴀʜʀᴀᴡɪ Aʀᴀʙ 

Dᴇᴍᴏᴄʀᴀᴛɪᴄ Rᴇᴘᴜʙʟɪᴄ ᴀs ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴇɢɪᴛɪᴍᴀᴛᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ Wᴇsᴛᴇʀɴ Sᴀʜᴀʀᴀ, ᴛʜᴇ Dᴇᴍᴏᴄʀᴀᴛɪᴄ Aᴜᴛᴏɴᴏᴍᴏᴜs Aᴅᴍɪɴɪsᴛʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ 

Nᴏʀᴛʜ ᴀɴᴅ Eᴀsᴛᴇʀɴ Sʏʀɪᴀ ᴀs ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴇɢɪᴛɪᴍᴇɴᴛ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ Sʏʀɪᴀ, ᴀɴᴅ ᴀ Pᴀʟᴇsᴛɪɴɪᴀɴ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴ. Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ɪs ʀᴇǫᴜᴇsᴛɪɴɢ 

ᴍᴇᴍʙᴇʀsʜɪᴘ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Nᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴀɴᴅ ɪᴛs ᴀɢᴇɴᴄɪᴇs, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ, ᴛʜᴇ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Aᴍᴇʀɪᴄᴀɴ 

Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀ-Aᴍᴇʀɪᴄᴀɴ Tʀᴇᴀᴛʏ ᴏꜰ Rᴇᴄɪᴘʀᴏᴄᴀʟ Assɪsᴛᴀɴᴄᴇ, ᴛʜᴇ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ Sᴇᴄᴜʀɪᴛʏ ᴀɴᴅ Cᴏᴏᴘᴇʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ Eᴜʀᴏᴘᴇ, 

ᴛʜᴇ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ Eᴄᴏɴᴏᴍɪᴄ Cᴏᴏᴘᴇʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴀɴᴅ Dᴇᴠᴇʟᴏᴘᴍᴇɴᴛ, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛᴀʟ Pᴀɴᴇʟ ᴏɴ Cʟɪᴍᴀᴛᴇ Cʜᴀɴɢᴇ, ᴛʜᴇ 

Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Uɴɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏɴsᴇʀᴠᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Nᴀᴛᴜʀᴇ, ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏɴꜰᴇʀᴇɴᴄᴇ ᴏɴ Dɪsᴀʀᴍᴀᴍᴇɴᴛ, ᴛʜᴇ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ ᴛʜᴇ 

Pʀᴏʜɪʙɪᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Cʜᴇᴍɪᴄᴀʟ Wᴇᴀᴘᴏɴs, ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏᴍᴘʀᴇʜᴇɴsɪᴠᴇ Nᴜᴄʟᴇᴀʀ Tᴇsᴛ-Bᴀɴ Tʀᴇᴀᴛʏ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ, ᴛʜᴇ Aᴜsᴛʀᴀʟɪᴀɴ Gʀᴏᴜᴘ, 

ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Eɴᴇʀɢʏ Aɢᴇɴᴄʏ, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Rᴇɴᴇᴡᴀʙʟᴇ Eɴᴇʀɢʏ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Sᴏʟᴀʀ Aʟʟɪᴀɴᴄᴇ, 

ᴛʜᴇ Assᴏᴄɪᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Wᴏʀʟᴅ Eʟᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ Bᴏᴅɪᴇs, ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Iɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛᴇ ꜰᴏʀ Dᴇᴍᴏᴄʀᴀᴄʏ ᴀɴᴅ Eʟᴇᴄᴛᴏʀᴀʟ Assɪsᴛᴀɴᴄᴇ, ᴀɴᴅ 

ᴛʜᴇ Wᴏʀʟᴅ Oʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ꜰᴏʀ Aɴɪᴍᴀʟ Hᴇᴀʟᴛʜ. Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴄᴀɴɴᴏᴛ ʙᴇ ᴡɪᴛʜᴅʀᴀᴡɴ ꜰʀᴏᴍ ᴛʜᴇsᴇ ᴏʀɢᴀɴɪᴢᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴡɪᴛʜᴏᴜᴛ ᴛʜᴇ 

ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠᴀʟ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ᴍᴀᴊᴏʀɪᴛʏ ᴏꜰ ᴠᴏᴛᴇʀs.  Nᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴀᴍᴇʀɪᴄᴀɴ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴀʀᴇ sᴏᴠᴇʀᴇɪɢɴ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, 

ᴀɴᴅ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴍᴀʏ sɪɢɴ ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛɪᴇs ᴡɪᴛʜ ᴛʜᴇᴍ. 

Section 8. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVII, add section 6 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 6. Sᴛᴀᴛɪᴏɴɪɴɢ Tʀᴏᴏᴘs Aʙʀᴏᴀᴅ. 



Tʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴘᴀss ᴀ ʙɪʟʟ ᴀʟʟᴏᴡɪɴɢ ꜰᴏʀ ᴍᴇᴍʙᴇʀs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ's ᴍɪʟɪᴛɪᴀ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ sᴛᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴇᴅ ᴀʙʀᴏᴀᴅ ɪɴ ᴘᴇᴀᴄᴇᴛɪᴍᴇ. 

Tʜᴇʏ ᴍᴀʏ ɴᴏᴛ ᴄᴀʀʀʏ ᴏᴜᴛ ᴀɴ ᴀᴄᴛ ᴏꜰ ᴡᴀʀ, ᴀs ᴅᴇꜰɪɴᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Nᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴡɪᴛʜᴏᴜᴛ ᴀ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ ᴡᴀʀ. 

Section 9.In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVII, add section 7 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 7. Dᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Wᴀʀ. 

Tʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴍᴀʏ ᴘᴀss ᴀ ʙɪʟʟ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀɪɴɢ ᴡᴀʀ. Uɴʟᴇss ᴀɴ ᴀᴄᴛ ᴏꜰ ᴡᴀʀ, ᴀs ᴅᴇꜰɪɴᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Nᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ɪs ᴄᴀʀʀɪᴇᴅ 

ᴏᴜᴛ ᴀɢᴀɪɴsᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ɪᴛs ᴀʀᴍᴇᴅ ꜰᴏʀᴄᴇs, ᴏʀ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴs Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ɪs ʙᴏᴜɴᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛʏ ᴛᴏ ᴅᴇꜰᴇɴᴅ, ᴀ sᴘᴇᴄɪᴀʟ 

ᴇʟᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪs ʜᴇʟᴅ 60 ᴅᴀʏs ᴀꜰᴛᴇʀ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴘᴀssᴇs ᴀ ʙɪʟʟ ᴛᴏ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴇ ᴡᴀʀ, ɪɴ ᴡʜɪᴄʜ ᴠᴏᴛᴇʀs ᴠᴏᴛᴇ ᴏɴ ᴡʜᴇᴛʜᴇʀ ᴏʀ ɴᴏᴛ 

ᴛᴏ ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠᴇ ᴛʜᴇ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ ᴡᴀʀ, ᴀɴᴅ ᴛʜᴇ ᴍᴀᴊᴏʀɪᴛʏ ᴏꜰ ᴠᴏᴛᴇs ᴍᴜsᴛ ʙᴇ ᴄᴀsᴛ ɪɴ ꜰᴀᴠᴏʀ ᴏꜰ ᴀᴘᴘʀᴏᴠɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴇ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴀᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ ᴡᴀʀ 

ɪɴ ᴏʀᴅᴇʀ ꜰᴏʀ ɪᴛ ᴛᴏ ᴛᴀᴋᴇ ᴇꜰꜰᴇᴄᴛ. 

Section 10. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 19 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 19. Fᴏʀᴇɪɢɴ Lᴀɴᴅʟᴏᴀʀᴅs. 

Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ᴏᴡɴs ᴀᴛ ʟᴇᴀsᴛ 1 ʜᴏᴍᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴍᴜsᴛ ʙᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴀᴛ ʟᴇᴀsᴛ 183 ᴅᴀʏs ᴘᴇʀ ʏᴇᴀʀ. Aʀᴛɪᴄʟᴇ II, Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 15 ᴏꜰ 

ᴛʜɪs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ Nᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, ᴀɴʏ ʜᴏᴍᴇs ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅ ᴏᴡɴᴇᴅ ʙʏ sᴏᴍᴇᴏɴᴇ ᴡʜᴏ ʜᴀsɴ'ᴛ sᴘᴇɴᴛ ᴀᴛ ʟᴇᴀsᴛ 183 ᴅᴀʏs ᴏꜰ 

ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀsᴛ ʏᴇᴀʀ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ᴏʀ ᴘᴜʀᴄʜᴀsᴇᴅ ᴀ ʜᴏᴍᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴀsᴛ 12 ᴍᴏɴᴛʜs ᴀɴᴅ ɴᴏᴛ ʀᴇɴᴛᴇᴅ ɪᴛ ᴏᴜᴛ, ᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ᴛɪᴍᴇ ᴏꜰ 

ᴛʜɪs ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ's ᴇɴᴀᴄᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴀʀᴇ sᴇɪᴢᴇᴅ ᴀɴᴅ sᴏʟᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 11. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 20 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 20. Aᴅᴏᴘᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏꜰ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs Lᴀᴡs. 

Aʟʟ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ʟᴀᴡs, ʀᴇɢᴜʟᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴘʀᴇsɪᴅᴇɴᴛɪᴀʟ ᴘʀᴏᴄʟᴀᴍᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴀɴᴅ ᴇxᴇᴄᴜᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ɪɴ ᴇꜰꜰᴇᴄᴛ ᴏɴ Jᴀɴᴜᴀʀʏ 19ᴛʜ, 2025, 

ᴇxᴄᴇᴘᴛ ᴛᴀxᴇs, ᴀʀᴇ ᴀᴅᴅᴇᴅ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʀᴇᴠɪsᴇᴅ sᴛᴀᴛᴜᴛᴇs. “Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs” ᴀɴᴅ “ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs” ᴀʀᴇ ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ 

ᴡɪᴛʜ “Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ”. “ᴘʀᴇsɪᴅᴇɴᴛ” ɪs ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜ “ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴏʀ”. “ᴄᴏɴɢʀᴇss” ɪs ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜ “ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ 

ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ”. “Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ᴏꜰ Aᴍᴇʀɪᴄᴀ” ᴀɴᴅ “ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ᴏꜰ Aᴍᴇʀɪᴄᴀ” ᴀʀᴇ ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜ “Sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ”. 

“ꜰᴇᴅᴇʀᴀʟ” ɪs ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜ “sᴛᴀᴛᴇ”. Aʟʟ ʙɪʟʟs ᴀɴᴅ ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇs ᴛʜᴀᴛ ʀᴇᴘᴇᴀʟ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ʟᴀᴡs, 

ʀᴇɢᴜʟᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴘʀᴇsɪᴅᴇɴᴛɪᴀʟ ᴘʀᴏᴄʟᴀᴍᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴀɴᴅ ᴇxᴇᴄᴜᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ɪɴ ᴇꜰꜰᴇᴄᴛ ᴏɴ Jᴀɴᴜᴀʀʏ 19ᴛʜ, 2025 ᴀʀᴇ ᴇxᴇᴍᴘᴛ ꜰʀᴏᴍ ᴛʜᴇ 

sɪɴɢʟᴇ sᴜʙᴊᴇᴄᴛ ʀᴜʟᴇ. 

Section 12. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 21 as follows:: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 21. Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs Sᴜᴘʀᴇᴍᴇ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ Rᴜʟɪɴɢs. 

Aʟʟ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʟᴀᴡs ʀᴜʟᴇᴅ ᴛᴏ ᴠɪᴏʟᴀᴛᴇ ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ ᴏɴ ᴏʀ ʙᴇꜰᴏʀᴇ Jᴀɴᴜᴀʀʏ 19ᴛʜ, 2025 ᴀʀᴇ ʀᴇᴍᴏᴠᴇᴅ ꜰʀᴏᴍ 

ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Rᴇᴠɪsᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴜᴛᴇs. 

Section 13. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 22 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 22. Cᴇɴsᴜs. 

A ᴄᴇɴsᴜs ɪs ᴄᴏɴᴅᴜᴄᴛᴇᴅ ᴇᴠᴇʀʏ 10 ʏᴇᴀʀs ʙᴇɢɪɴɴɪɴɢ ɪɴ 2030. 

Section 14. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 23 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 23. Tᴀxᴇs ᴀɴᴅ Fᴏʀᴇɪɢɴ Gᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛs. 

Nᴏ ᴏɴᴇ ᴄᴀɴ ᴘᴀʏ ᴛᴀxᴇs ᴏɴ ᴀɴʏᴛʜɪɴɢ ᴅᴏɴᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴛᴏ ᴀ ꜰᴏʀᴇɪɢɴ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ. 

Section 15. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 24 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 24. Rᴇᴘʟᴀᴄɪɴɢ “Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs” Wɪᴛʜ “Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ”. 

Iɴ ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Rᴇᴠɪsᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴜᴛᴇs, “Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs” ɪs ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ ᴡɪᴛʜ “Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ” ᴀɴᴅ “ꜰᴇᴅᴇʀᴀʟ” ɪs ᴀʟᴡᴀʏs ʀᴇᴘʟᴀᴄᴇᴅ 

ᴡɪᴛʜ “sᴛᴀᴛᴇ”, ᴇxᴄᴇᴘᴛ ꜰᴏʀ ʟᴀᴡs ᴘᴀssᴇᴅ ᴀꜰᴛᴇʀ ᴛʜɪs ᴍᴇᴀsᴜʀᴇ's ᴇɴᴀᴄᴛᴍᴇɴᴛ. 



Section 16. In the Colorado Revised Statutes, Title 3 is repealed. 

Section 17. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article IV, amend section 4 as follows: 

Section 4. Qualifications of state officers.  

No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant governor unless he shall have attained the age of 

thirty years, nor to the office of secretary of state or state treasurer unless he shall have attained the age of twenty 

five years, nor to the office of attorney general unless he shall have attained the age of twenty five years and be a 

licensed attorney of the supreme court of the state in good standing, and no person shall be eligible to any one of 

said offices unless, in addition to the qualifications above prescribed therefor, he shall be a citizen 

of  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ and have resided within the limits of the state two years next preceding his election.  

Section 18. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article IV, amend section 5 as follows: 

Section 5. Governor commander in chief of militia.  

The governor shall be commander in chief of the military forces of the 

state,̶ ̶e̶x̶c̶e̶p̶t̶ ̶w̶h̶e̶n̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶y̶ ̶s̶h̶a̶l̶l̶ ̶b̶e̶ ̶c̶a̶l̶l̶e̶d̶ ̶i̶n̶t̶o̶ ̶a̶c̶t̶u̶a̶l̶ ̶s̶e̶r̶v̶i̶c̶e̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ . He shall have power to call out the 

militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrection or repel invasion. 

Section 19. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 44, Section 44.1, Section 44.2, Section 44.3, 

Section 44.5, Section 44.6, and Section 45 of Article V. 

Section 20. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, amend section 2 as follows: 

Section 2. Election Members Oath Vacancies 

(1) A general election for members of the general assembly shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 

November in each even numbered year, at such places in each county as now are or hereafter may be provided by 

law. 

 

 

(2) Each member of the general assembly, before he enters upon his official duties, shall take an oath or affirmation to 

support the constitution  ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ ̶a̶n̶d̶ of the state of Colorado and to faithfully perform the duties of his 

office according to the best of his ability. This oath or affirmation shall be administered in the chamber of the house 

to which the member has been elected. 

 

 

(3) Any vacancy occurring in either house by death, resignation, or otherwise shall be filled in the manner prescribed 

by law. The person appointed to fill the vacancy shall be a member of the same political party, if any, as the person 

whose termination of membership in the general assembly created the vacancy. 

Section 21. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVII, amend section 1 as follows: 

Section 1.  Persons subject to service.  

The militia of the state shall consist of all able bodied male residents of the state between the ages of eighteen and 

forty five years; except, such persons as may be exempted by the laws o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶,̶ ̶o̶r̶ of the state. 

Section 22. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVII, amend section 2 as follows: 



Section 2.  Organization equipment discipline. The organization, equipment and discipline of the militia shall 

conform as nearly as practicable, to the regulations for the government of the armies of  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 23. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 9a and Section 12a of Article XVIII. 

Section 24. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 15, Section 16, and Section 20 of Schedule. 

Section 25. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 25 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 25. Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs Pʀᴏᴘᴇʀᴛʏ. 

Aʀᴛɪᴄʟᴇ II, Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 15 ᴏꜰ ᴛʜɪs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ Nᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ, ᴀʟʟ ᴘʀᴏᴘᴇʀᴛʏ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴏᴡɴᴇᴅ ʙʏ 

ᴛʜᴇ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ɪs sᴇɪᴢᴇᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʜᴇ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 26. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XIV, add section 19 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 19. Nᴏ Rɪɢʜᴛ ᴛᴏ Sᴇᴄᴇᴅᴇ. 

Cᴏᴜɴᴛɪᴇs ᴀʀᴇ sᴛʀɪᴄᴛʟʏ ꜰᴏʀʙɪᴅᴅᴇɴ ꜰʀᴏᴍ sᴇᴄᴇᴅɪɴɢ ꜰʀᴏᴍ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 27. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, amend section 4 as follows: 

Section 4. Qualifications of members.  

No person shall be a representative or senator who shall not have attained the age of twenty five years, who shall not 

be a citizen of  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, who shall not for at least twelve months next preceding his election, have 

resided within the territory included in the limits of the county or district in which he shall be chosen; provided, that 

any person who at the time of the adoption of this constitution, was a qualified elector under the territorial laws, shall 

be eligible to the first general assembly. 

Section 28. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, amend section 46 as follows: 

Section 46. Senatorial and representative districts.  

The state shall be divided into as many senatorial and representative districts as there are members of the senate and 

house of representatives respectively, each district in each house having a population as nearly equal as may 

be,  ̶a̶s̶ ̶r̶e̶q̶u̶i̶r̶e̶d ̶̶b̶y̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶c̶o̶n̶s̶t̶i̶t̶u̶t̶i̶o̶n̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶,̶ but in no event shall there be more than five percent 

deviation between the most populous and the least populous district in each house. 

Section 29. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, amend section 48 as follows: 

Section 48. Revision and alteration of districts reapportionment commission.  

(1) (a) After each federal census of  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, the senatorial districts and representative districts 

shall be established, revised, or altered, and the members of the senate and the house of representatives apportioned 

among them, by a Colorado reapportionment commission consisting of eleven members, to be appointed and having 

the qualifications as prescribed in this section. Of such members, four shall be appointed by the legislative 

department, three by the executive department, and four by the judicial department of the state. 

 

 

(b) The four legislative members shall be the speaker of the house of representatives, the minority leader of the house 

of representatives, and the majority and minority leaders of the senate, or the designee of any such officer to serve in 

his stead, which acceptance of service or designation shall be made no later than July 1 of the year following that in 

which the federal census is taken. The three executive members shall be appointed by the governor between July 1 



and July 10 of such year, and the four judicial members shall be appointed by the chief justice of the Colorado 

supreme court between July 10 and July 20 of such year. 

 

 

(c) Commission members shall be qualified electors of the state of Colorado. No more than four commission 

members shall be members of the general assembly. No more than six commission members shall be affiliated with 

the same political party. No more than four commission members shall be residents of the same congressional 

district, and each congressional district shall have at least one resident as a commission member. At least one 

commission member shall reside west of the continental divide. 

 

 

(d) Any vacancy created by the death or resignation of a member, or otherwise, shall be filled by the respective 

appointing authority. Members of the commission shall hold office until their reapportionment and redistricting plan 

is implemented. No later than August 1 of the year of their appointment, the governor shall convene the commission 

and appoint a temporary chairman who shall preside until the commission elects its own officers. 

 

 

(e) Within ninety days after the commission has been convened or the necessary census data are available, whichever 

is later, the commission shall publish a preliminary plan for reapportionment of the members of the general assembly 

and shall hold public hearings thereon in several places throughout the state within forty five days after the date of 

such publication. Within forty five days after the completion of such hearings, the commission shall finalize its plan 

and submit the same to the Colorado supreme court for review and determination as to compliance with sections 46 

and 47 of this article. Such review and determination shall take precedence over other matters before the court. The 

supreme court shall adopt rules for such proceedings and for the production and presentation of supportive evidence 

for such plan. The supreme court shall either approve the plan or return the plan and the court's reasons for 

disapproval to the commission. If the plan is returned, the commission shall revise and modify it to conform to the 

court's requirements and resubmit the plan to the court within twenty days. If the plan is approved by the court, it 

shall be filed with the secretary of state for implementation no later than March 15 of the second year following the 

year in which the census was taken. The commission shall keep a public record of all the proceedings of the 

commission and shall be responsible for the publication and distribution of copies of each plan. 

 

 

(f) The general assembly shall appropriate sufficient funds for the compensation and payment of the expenses of the 

commission members and any staff employed by it. The commission shall have access to statistical information 

compiled by the state or its political subdivisions and necessary for its reapportionment duties. 

Section 30. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 26 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 26. Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ. 

Aɴʏ ᴏᴛʜᴇʀ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪsɪᴏɴs ɪɴ ᴛʜɪs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴏɴᴛʀᴀʀʏ ᴀʀᴇ ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ. Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴡɪʟʟ ᴀʀʀᴇsᴛ ᴀɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴡɪᴛʜɪɴ 

ᴛʜᴇ ʙᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ᴛʜᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ sᴇᴇᴋs ᴀɴ ᴀʀʀᴇsᴛ ᴡᴀʀʀᴀɴᴛ ꜰᴏʀ ᴀɴᴅ sᴇɴᴅ ᴛʜᴇᴍ ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ 

Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ. Aɴʏᴏɴᴇ ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛᴇᴅ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ ɪs ɴᴏᴛ ᴇʟɪɢɪʙʟᴇ ᴛᴏ ʜᴏʟᴅ ᴘᴜʙʟɪᴄ 

ᴏꜰꜰɪᴄᴇ ɪɴ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 



Section 31. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article II, amend section 2 as follows: 

Section 2. People may alter or abolish form of government proviso.  

The people of this state have the sole and exclusive right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign and 

independent state; and to alter and abolish their constitution and form of government whenever they may deem it 

necessary to their safety and 

happiness,̶ ̶p̶r̶o̶v̶i̶d̶e̶d̶,̶ ̶s̶u̶c̶h̶ ̶c̶h̶a̶n̶g̶e̶ ̶b̶e̶ ̶n̶o̶t̶ ̶r̶e̶p̶u̶g̶n̶a̶n̶t̶ ̶t̶o̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶c̶o̶n̶s̶t̶i̶t̶u̶t̶i̶o̶n̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ . 

Section 32. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article VI, amend section 5 as follows: 

Section 5. Personnel of court departments chief justice.  

(1) The supreme court shall consist of not less than seven justices, who may sit en banc or in departments. In case said 

court shall sit in departments, each of said departments shall have full power and authority of said court in the 

determination of causes, the issuing of writs and the exercise of all powers authorized by this constitution, or 

provided by law, subject to the general control of the court sitting en banc, and such rules and regulations as the 

court may make, but no decision of any department shall become judgment of the court unless concurred in by at 

least three justices, and no case involving construction of the constitution of this state or  ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ shall be 

decided except by the court en banc. Upon request of the supreme court, the number of justices may be increased to 

no more than nine members whenever two thirds of the members of each house of the general assembly concur 

therein. 

Section 33. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article VI, amend section 23 as follows: 

Section 23. Retirement and removal of justices and judges.  

(1) On attaining the age of seventy-two a justice or judge of a court of record shall retire and his judicial office shall 

be vacant, except as otherwise provided in section 20 (2). 

 

 

(2) Whenever a justice or judge of any court of this state has been convicted in any court of this 

state ̶o̶r̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ ̶o̶r̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶a̶n̶y̶ ̶s̶t̶a̶t̶e̶, of a felony or other offense involving moral turpitude, ᴏʀ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ 

Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ, the supreme court shall, of its own motion or upon petition filed by any person, and 

upon finding that such a conviction was had, enter its order suspending said justice or judge from office until such 

time as said judgment of conviction becomes final, and the payment of salary of said justice or judge shall also be 

suspended from the date of such order. If said judgment of conviction becomes final, the supreme court shall enter its 

order removing said justice or judge from office and declaring his office vacant and his right to salary shall cease from 

the date of the order of suspension. If said judgment of conviction is reversed with directions to enter a judgment of 

acquittal or if reversed for a new trial which subsequently results in a judgment of dismissal or acquittal, the supreme 

court shall enter its order terminating the suspension of said justice or judge and said justice or judge shall be entitled 

to his salary for the period of suspension. A plea of guilty or nolo contendere to such a charge shall be equivalent to a 

final conviction for the purpose of this section. 

 

 

(3) (a) There shall be a commission on judicial discipline. It shall consist of: Two judges of district courts and two 

judges of county courts, each selected by the supreme court; two citizens admitted to practice law in the courts of this 

state, neither of whom shall be a justice or judge, who shall have practiced in this state for at least ten years and who 

shall be appointed by the governor, with the consent of the senate; and four citizens, none of whom shall be a justice 



or judge, active or retired, nor admitted to practice law in the courts of this state, who shall be appointed by the 

governor, with the consent of the senate. 

 

 

(b) Each member shall be appointed to a four-year term; except that one half of the initial membership in each 

category shall be appointed to two year terms, for the purpose of staggering terms. Whenever a commission 

membership prematurely terminates or a member no longer possesses the specific qualifications for the category 

from which he was selected, his position shall be deemed vacant, and his successor shall be appointed in the same 

manner as the original appointment for the remainder of his term. A member shall be deemed to have resigned if 

that member is absent from three consecutive commission meetings without the commission having entered an 

approval for additional absences upon its minutes. If any member of the commission is disqualified to act in any 

matter pending before the commission, the commission may appoint a special member to sit on the commission 

solely for the purpose of deciding that matter. 

 

 

(c) No member of the commission shall receive any compensation for his services but shall be allowed his necessary 

expenses for travel, board, and lodging and any other expenses incurred in the performance of his duties, to be paid 

by the supreme court from its budget to be appropriated by the general assembly. 

 

 

(d) A justice or judge of any court of record of this state, in accordance with the procedure set forth in this subsection 

(3), may be removed or disciplined for willful misconduct in office, willful or persistent failure to perform his duties, 

intemperance, or violation of any canon of the Colorado code of judicial conduct, or he may be retired for disability 

interfering with the performance of his duties which is, or is likely to become, of a permanent character. 

 

 

(e) The commission may, after such investigation as it deems necessary, order informal remedial action; order a formal 

hearing to be held before it concerning the removal, retirement, suspension, censure, reprimand, or other discipline of 

a justice or a judge; or request the supreme court to appoint three special masters, who shall be justices or judges of 

courts of record, to hear and take evidence in any such matter and to report thereon to the commission. After a 

formal hearing or after considering the record and report of the masters, if the commission finds good cause therefor, 

it may take informal remedial action, or it may recommend to the supreme court the removal, retirement, suspension, 

censure, reprimand, or discipline, as the case may be, of the justice or judge. The commission may also recommend 

that the costs of its investigation and hearing be assessed against such justice or judge. 

 

 

(f) Following receipt of a recommendation from the commission, the supreme court shall review the record of the 

proceedings on the law and facts and in its discretion may permit the introduction of additional evidence and shall 

order removal, retirement, suspension, censure, reprimand, or discipline, as it finds just and proper, or wholly reject 

the recommendation. Upon an order for retirement, the justice or judge shall thereby be retired with the same rights 

and privileges as if he retired pursuant to statute. Upon an order for removal, the justice or judge shall thereby be 



removed from office, and his salary shall cease from the date of such order. On the entry of an order for retirement or 

for removal of a judge, his office shall be deemed vacant. 

 

 

(g) Prior to the filing of a recommendation to the supreme court by the commission against any justice or judge, all 

papers filed with and proceedings before the commission on judicial discipline or masters appointed by the supreme 

court, pursuant to this subsection (3), shall be confidential, and the filing of papers with and the giving of testimony 

before the commission or the masters shall be privileged; but no other publication of such papers or proceedings 

shall be privileged in any action for defamation; except that the record filed by the commission in the supreme court 

continues privileged and a writing which was privileged prior to its filing with the commission or the masters does not 

lose such privilege by such filing. 

 

 

(h) The supreme court shall by rule provide for procedures before the commission on judicial discipline, the masters, 

and the supreme court. The rules shall also provide the standards and degree of proof to be applied by the 

commission in its proceedings. A justice or judge who is a member of the commission or supreme court shall not 

participate in any proceedings involving his own removal or retirement. 

 

 

(i) Nothing contained in this subsection (3) shall be construed to have any effect on article XIII of this constitution. 

 

 

(j) This subsection (3) shall take effect July 1, 1983, and the procedures therein shall be applicable to any actions 

pending on that date. The term of office of any member of the commission serving on July 1, 1983, shall terminate on 

that date, but nothing in this subsection (3) shall prohibit any member from succeeding himself on the commission. 

Section 34. In the Colorado Constitution, Article VI, section 24 is amended as follows: 

Section 24. Judicial nominating commissions.  

(1) There shall be one judicial nominating commission for the supreme court and any intermediate appellate court to 

be called the supreme court nominating commission and one judicial nominating commission for each judicial district 

in the state. 

 

 

(2) The supreme court nominating commission shall consist of the chief justice or acting chief justice of the supreme 

court, ex officio, who shall act as chairman and shall have no vote, one citizen admitted to practice law before the 

courts of this state and one other citizen not admitted to practice law in the courts of this state residing in each 

congressional district in the state, and one additional citizen not admitted to practice law in the courts of this state. 

No more than one-half of the commission members plus one, exclusive of the chief justice, shall be members of the 

same political party. Three voting members shall serve until December 31, 1967, three until December 31, 1969, and 

three until December 31, 1971. Thereafter each voting member appointed shall serve until the 31st of December of 

the 6th year following the date of his appointment. 



 

 

(3) Each judicial district nominating commission shall consist of a justice of the supreme court designated by the chief 

justice, to serve at the will of the chief justice who shall act as chairman ex officio, and shall have no vote, and seven 

citizens residing in that judicial district, no more than four of whom shall be members of the same political party and 

there shall be at least one voting member from each county in the district. In all judicial districts having a population 

of more than 35,000 inhabitants as determined by the last preceding census taken under the authority of the United 

States ᴏʀ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, the voting members shall consist of three persons admitted to practice law in the courts of this 

state and four persons not admitted to practice law in the courts of this state. In judicial districts having a population 

of 35,000 inhabitants or less as determined above, at least four voting members shall be persons not admitted to 

practice law in the courts of this state; and it shall be determined by majority vote of the governor, the attorney 

general and the chief justice, how many, if any, of the remaining three members shall be persons admitted to practice 

law in the courts of this state. Two voting members shall serve until December 31, 1967, two until December 31, 1969, 

and three until December 31, 1971. Thereafter each voting member appointed shall serve until the 31st of December 

of the 6th year following the date of his appointment. 

 

 

(4) Members of each judicial nominating commission selected by reason of their being citizens admitted to practice 

law in the courts of this state shall be appointed by majority action of the governor, the attorney general and the chief 

justice. All other members shall be appointed by the governor. No voting member of a judicial nominating 

commission shall hold any elective and salaried United States or state public office or any elective political party office 

and he shall not be eligible for reappointment to succeed himself on a commission. No voting member of the 

supreme court nominating commission shall be eligible for appointment as a justice of the supreme court or any 

intermediate appellate court so long as he is a member of that commission and for a period of three years thereafter; 

and no voting member of a judicial district nominating commission shall be eligible for appointment to judicial office 

in that district while a member of that commission and for a period of one year thereafter. 

Section 35. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article VII, amend section 1 as follows: 

Section 1.  Qualifications of elector.  

Only a citizen of  t̶̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶  Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ who has attained the age of eighteen years, has resided in this state for 

such time as may be prescribed by law, and has been duly registered as a voter if required by law shall be qualified to 

vote at all elections. 

Section 36. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 1a of Article VII. 

Section 37. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article VII, amend section 4 as follows: 

Section 4.  When residence does not change.  

For the purpose of voting and eligibility to office, no person shall be deemed to have gained a residence by reason of 

his presence, or lost it by reason of his absence, while in the civil or military service of the 

state,  ̶o̶r̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶,̶ nor while a student at any institution of learning, nor while kept at public expense in 

any poorhouse or other asylum, nor while confined in public prison. 

Section 38. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article X, amend section 3 as follows: 

Section 3.  Uniform taxation exemptions.  



(1) (a)  Each property tax levy shall be uniform upon all real and personal property not exempt from taxation under 

this article located within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax. The actual value of all real and personal 

property not exempt from taxation under this article shall be determined under general laws, which shall prescribe 

such methods and regulations as shall secure just and equalized valuations for assessments of all real and personal 

property not exempt from taxation under this article. Valuations for assessment shall be based on appraisals by 

assessing officers to determine the actual value of property in accordance with provisions of law, which laws shall 

provide that actual value be determined by appropriate consideration of cost approach, market approach, and 

income approach to appraisal. However, the actual value of residential real property shall be determined solely by 

consideration of cost approach and market approach to appraisal; and, however, the actual value of agricultural lands, 

as defined by law, shall be determined solely by consideration of the earning or productive capacity of such lands 

capitalized at a rate as prescribed by law. 

 

 

(b)  Residential real property, which shall include all residential dwelling units and the land, as defined by law, on 

which such units are located, and mobile home parks, but shall not include hotels and motels, shall be valued for 

assessment at twenty one percent of its actual value. For the property tax year commencing January 1, 1985, the 

general assembly shall determine the percentage of the aggregate statewide valuation for assessment which is 

attributable to residential real property. For each subsequent year, the general assembly shall again determine the 

percentage of the aggregate statewide valuation for assessment which is attributable to each class of taxable 

property, after adding in the increased valuation for assessment attributable to new construction and to increased 

volume of mineral and oil and gas production. For each year in which there is a change in the level of value used in 

determining actual value, the general assembly shall adjust the ratio of valuation for assessment for residential real 

property which is set forth in this paragraph (b) as is necessary to insure that the percentage of the aggregate 

statewide valuation for assessment which is attributable to residential real property shall remain the same as it was in 

the year immediately preceding the year in which such change occurs. Such adjusted ratio shall be the ratio of 

valuation for assessment for residential real property for those years for which such new level of value is used. All 

other taxable property shall be valued for assessment at twenty nine percent of its actual value. However, the 

valuation for assessment for producing mines, as defined by law, and lands or leaseholds producing oil or gas, as 

defined by law, shall be a portion of the actual annual or actual average annual production therefrom, based upon the 

value of the unprocessed material, according to procedures prescribed by law for different types of minerals. Non-

producing unpatented mining claims, which are possessory interests in real property by virtue of leases from 

the  ̶U̶n̶̶̶i̶̶̶t̶̶̶e̶̶̶d̶̶̶ ̶̶̶S̶̶̶t̶̶̶a̶̶̶t̶̶̶e̶̶̶s̶̶̶ ̶̶̶o̶̶̶f̶̶̶ ̶̶̶A̶̶̶m̶̶̶e̶̶̶r̶̶̶i̶̶̶c̶̶̶a̶̶̶ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, shall be exempt from property taxation. 

 

 

(c)  The following classes of personal property, as defined by law, shall be exempt from property taxation: Household 

furnishings and personal effects which are not used for the production of income at any time; inventories of 

merchandise and materials and supplies which are held for consumption by a business or are held primarily for sale; 

livestock; agricultural and livestock products; and agricultural equipment which is used on the farm or ranch in the 

production of agricultural products. 

 

 

(d)  Ditches, canals, and flumes owned and used by individuals or corporations for irrigating land owned by such 

individuals or corporations, or the individual members thereof, shall not be separately taxed so long as they shall be 

owned and used exclusively for such purposes. 



 

 

(2) (a)  During each property tax year beginning with the property tax year which commences January 1, 1983, the 

general assembly shall cause a valuation for assessment study to be conducted. Such study shall determine whether 

or not the assessor of each county has complied with the property tax provisions of this constitution and of the 

statutes in valuing property and has determined the actual value and valuation for assessment of each and every class 

of taxable real and personal property consistent with such provisions. Such study shall sample at least one percent of 

each and every class of taxable real and personal property in the county. 

 

 

(b) (I)  If the study conducted during the property tax year which commences January 1, 1983, shows that a county 

assessor did not comply with the property tax provisions of this constitution or the statutes or did not determine the 

actual value or the valuation for assessment of any class or classes of taxable real and personal property consistent 

with such provisions, the state board of equalization shall, during such year, order such county assessor to reappraise 

during the property tax year which commences January 1, 1984, such class or classes for such year. Such reappraisal 

shall be performed at the expense of the county. 

 

 

(II)  If the study performed during the property tax year which commences January 1, 1984, shows that the county 

assessor failed to reappraise such class or classes as ordered or failed in his reappraisal to meet the objections of the 

state board of equalization, the state board of equalization shall cause a reappraisal of such class or classes to be 

performed in the property tax year which commences January 1, 1985. The cost of such reappraisal shall be paid by 

the state by an appropriation authorized by law. However, if such reappraisal shows that the county assessor did not 

value or assess taxable property as prescribed by the provisions of this constitution or of the statutes, upon 

certification to the board of county commissioners by the state board of equalization of the cost thereof, the board of 

county commissioners shall pay to the state the cost of such reappraisal. 

 

 

(III)  The reappraisal performed in the property tax year which commences January 1, 1985, shall become the county's 

abstract for assessment with regard to such reappraised class or classes for such year. The state board of equalization 

shall order the county's board of county commissioners to levy, and the board of county commissioners shall levy, in 

1985 an additional property tax on all taxable property in the county in an amount sufficient to repay, and the board 

of county commissioners shall repay, the state for any excess payment made by the state to school districts within the 

county during the property tax year which commences January 1, 1985. 

 

 

(c) (I)  Beginning with the property tax year which commences January 1, 1985, and applicable to each property tax 

year thereafter, the annual study conducted pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) shall, in addition to the 

requirements set forth in paragraph (a) of this subsection (2), set forth the aggregate valuation for assessment of each 

county for the year in which the study is conducted. 

 

 



(II)  If the valuation for assessment of a county as reflected in its abstract for assessment is more than five percent 

below the valuation for assessment for such county as determined by the study, during the next following year, the 

state board of equalization shall cause to be performed, at the expense of the county, a reappraisal of any class or 

classes of taxable property which the study shows were not appraised consistent with the property tax provisions of 

this constitution or the statutes. The state board of equalization shall cause to be performed during the next following 

year, at the expense of the county, a reappraisal of any class or classes of taxable property which the study shows 

were not appraised consistent with the property tax provisions of this constitution or the statutes even though the 

county's aggregate valuation for assessment as reflected in the county's abstract for assessment was not more than 

five percent below the county's aggregate valuation for assessment as determined by the study. The reappraisal shall 

become the county's valuation for assessment with regard to such reappraised class or classes for the year in which 

the reappraisal was performed. 

 

 

(III)  In any case in which a reappraisal is ordered, state equalization payments to school districts within the county 

during the year in which the reappraisal is performed shall be based upon the valuation for assessment as reflected in 

the county's abstract for assessment. The state board of equalization shall also order the board of county 

commissioners of the county to impose, and the board of county commissioners shall impose, at the time of 

imposition of property taxes during such year an additional property tax on all taxable property within the county in 

an amount sufficient to repay, and the board of county commissioners shall repay, the state for any excess payments 

made by the state to school districts within the county during the year in which such reappraisal was performed plus 

interest thereon at a rate and for such time as are prescribed by law. 

 

 

(IV)  If the valuation for assessment of a county as reflected in its abstract for assessment is more than five percent 

below the valuation for assessment for such county as determined by the study and if the state board of equalization 

fails to order a reappraisal, state equalization payments to school districts within the county during the year following 

the year in which the study was conducted shall be based upon the valuation for assessment for the county as 

reflected in the county's abstract for assessment. The board of county commissioners of such county shall impose in 

the year in which such school payments are made an additional property tax on all taxable property in the county in 

an amount sufficient to repay, and the board of county commissioners shall repay, the state for the difference 

between the amount the state actually paid in state equalization payments during such year and what the state would 

have paid during such year had such state payments been based on the valuation for assessment as determined by 

the study. 

Section 39. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article X, amend section 15 as follows: 

Section 16.  Appropriations not to exceed tax exceptions.  

No appropriation shall be made, nor any expenditure authorized by the general assembly, whereby the expenditure 

of the state, during any fiscal year, shall exceed the total tax then provided for by law and applicable for such 

appropriation or expenditure, unless the general assembly making such appropriation shall provide for levying a 

sufficient tax, not exceeding the rates allowed in section eleven of this article, to pay such appropriation or 

expenditure within such fiscal year. This provision shall not apply to appropriations or expenditures to suppress 

insurrection, defend the state, or assist in defending  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ᴄᴏᴜɴᴛʀɪᴇs Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ɪs ʙᴏᴜɴᴅ ʙʏ 

ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛʏ ᴛᴏ ᴅᴇꜰᴇɴᴅ in time of war. 

Section 40. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 19 of Article X. 



Section 41. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XI, amend section 3 as follows: 

Section 3. Public debt of state limitations.  

The state shall not contract any debt by loan in any form, except to provide for casual deficiencies of revenue, erect 

public buildings for the use of the state, suppress insurrection, defend the state, or, in time of war, assist in 

defending  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ ᴏɴᴇ ᴏʀ ᴍᴏʀᴇ ᴄᴏᴜɴᴛʀɪᴇs Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ɪs ʙᴏᴜɴᴅ ʙʏ ᴛʀᴇᴀᴛʏ ᴛᴏ ᴅᴇꜰᴇɴᴅ; and the amount of debt 

contracted in any one year to provide for deficiencies of revenue shall not exceed one fourth of a mill on each dollar 

of valuation of taxable property within the state, and the aggregate amount of such debt shall not at any time exceed 

three fourths of a mill on each dollar of said valuation, until the valuation shall equal one hundred millions of dollars, 

and thereafter such debt shall not exceed one hundred thousand dollars; and the debt incurred in any one year for 

erection of public buildings shall not exceed one half mill on each dollar of said valuation; and the aggregate amount 

of such debt shall never at any time exceed the sum of fifty thousand dollars (except as provided in section 5 of this 

article), and in all cases the valuation in this section mentioned shall be that of the assessment last preceding the 

creation of said debt. 

Section 42. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XII, amend section 8 as follows: 

Section 8.  Oath of civil officers.  

Every civil officer, except members of the general assembly and such inferior officers as may be by law exempted, 

shall, before he enters upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe an oath or affirmation to support the 

constitution  ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ ̶a̶n̶d̶ of the state of Colorado, and to faithfully perform the duties of the office upon 

which he shall be about to enter. 

Section 43. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XII, amend section 15 as follows: 

Section 15. Veterans' preference.  

(1) (a) The passing grade on each competitive examination shall be the same for each candidate for appointment or 

employment in the personnel system of the state or in any comparable civil service or merit system of any agency or 

political subdivision of the state, including any municipality chartered or to be chartered under article XX of this 

constitution. 

 

 

(b) Five points shall be added to the passing grade of each candidate on each such examination, except any 

promotional examination, who is separated under honorable conditions and who, other than for training purposes, (i) 

served in any branch of the armed forces of the United States ᴏʀ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ during any period of any declared war or 

any undeclared war or other armed hostilities against an armed foreign enemy, or (ii) served on active duty in any 

such branch in any campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge is authorized. 

 

 

(c) Ten points shall be added to the passing grade of any candidate of each such examination, except any promotional 

examination, who has so served, other than for training purposes, and who, because of disability incurred in the line 

of duty, is receiving monetary compensation or disability retired benefits by reason of public laws administered by the 

department of defense or the veterans administration, or any successor thereto. 

 

 



(d) Five points shall be added to the passing grade of any candidate of each such examination, except any 

promotional examination, who is the surviving spouse of any person who was or would have been entitled to 

additional points under paragraph (b) or (c) of this subsection (1) or of any person who died during such service or as 

a result of service-connected cause while on active duty in any such branch, other than for training purposes. 

 

 

(e) No more than a total of ten points shall be added to the passing grade of any such candidate pursuant to this 

subsection (1). 

 

 

(2) The certificate of the department of defense or of the veterans administration, or any successor thereto, shall be 

conclusive proof of service under honorable conditions or of disability or death incurred in the line of duty during 

such service. 

 

 

(3) (a) When a reduction in the work force of the state or any such political subdivision thereof becomes necessary 

because of lack of work or curtailment of funds, employees not eligible for added points under subsection (1) of this 

section shall be separated before those so entitled who have the same or more service in the employment of the state 

or such political subdivision, counting both military service for which such points are added and such employment 

with the state or such political subdivision, as the case may be, from which the employee is to be separated. 

 

 

(b) In the case of such a person eligible for added points who has completed twenty or more years of active military 

service, no military service shall be counted in determining length of service in respect to such retention rights. In the 

case of such a person who has completed less than twenty years of such military service, no more than ten years of 

service under subsection (1) (b) (i) and (ii) shall be counted in determining such length of service for such retention 

rights. 

 

 

(4) The state personnel board and each comparable supervisory or administrative board of any such civil service or 

merit system of any agency of the state or any such political subdivision thereof, shall implement the provisions of 

this section to assure that all persons entitled to added points and preference in examinations and retention shall 

enjoy their full privileges and rights granted by this section. 

 

 

(5) Any examination which is a promotional examination, but which is also open to persons other than employees for 

whom such appointment would be a promotion, shall be considered a promotional examination for the purposes of 

this section. 

 

 



(6) Any other provision of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, no person shall be entitled to the addition of 

points under this section for more than one appointment or employment with the same jurisdiction, personnel 

system, civil service, or merit system. 

 

 

(7) This section shall be in full force and effect on and after July 1, 1971, and shall grant veterans' preference to all 

persons who have served in the armed forces of the United States ᴏʀ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ in any declared or undeclared war, 

conflict, engagement, expedition, or campaign for which a campaign badge has been authorized, and who meet the 

requirements of service or disability, or both, as provided in this section. This section shall apply to all public 

employment examinations, except promotional examinations, conducted on or after such date, and it shall be in all 

respects self-executing.  

Section 44. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XIV, amend section 18 as follows: 

Section 18.  Intergovernmental relationships.  

(1) (a) Any other provisions of this constitution to the contrary notwithstanding: 

 

 

(b)  The general assembly may provide by statute for the terms and conditions under which one or more service 

authorities may succeed to the rights, properties, and other assets and assume the obligations of any other political 

subdivision included partially or entirely within such authority, incident to the powers vested in, and the functions, 

services, and facilities authorized to be provided by the service authority, whether vested and authorized at the time 

of the formation of the service authority or subsequent thereto; and, 

 

 

(c)  The general assembly may provide by statute for the terms and conditions under which a county, home rule 

county, city and county, home rule city or town, statutory city or town, or quasi municipal corporation, or any 

combination thereof may succeed to the rights, properties, and other assets and assume the obligations of any quasi 

municipal corporation located partially or entirely within its boundaries. 

 

 

(d)  The general assembly may provide by statute procedures whereby any county, home rule county, city and county, 

home rule city or town, statutory city or town, or service authority may establish special taxing districts. 

 

 

(2) (a)  Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prohibit the state or any of its political subdivisions from 

cooperating or contracting with one another  ̶o̶r̶ ̶w̶i̶t̶h̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶g̶o̶v̶e̶r̶n̶m̶e̶n̶t̶ ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ to provide any function, 

service, or facility lawfully authorized to each of the cooperating or contracting units, including the sharing of costs, 

the imposition of taxes, or the incurring of debt. 

 

 



(b)  Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prohibit the authorization by statute of a separate 

governmental entity as an instrument to be used through voluntary participation by cooperating or contracting 

political subdivisions. 

 

 

(c)  Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prohibit any political subdivision of the state from contracting 

with private persons, associations, or corporations for the provision of any legally authorized functions, services, or 

facilities within or without its boundaries. 

 

 

(d)  Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prohibit the general assembly from providing by statute for 

state imposed and collected taxes to be shared with and distributed to political subdivisions of the state except that 

this provision shall not in any way limit the powers of home rule cities and towns. 

Section 45. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal Section 14 of Article XV. 

Section 46. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XIX, amend section 1 as follows: 

Section 1.  Constitutional convention how called.  

The general assembly may at any time by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to each house, recommend to 

the electors of the state, to vote at the next general election for or against a convention to revise, alter and amend 

this constitution; and if a majority of those voting on the question shall declare in favor of such convention, the 

general assembly shall, at its next session, provide for the calling thereof. The number of members of the convention 

shall be twice that of the senate and they shall be elected in the same manner, at the same places, and in the same 

districts. The general assembly shall, in the act calling the convention, designate the day, hour and place of its 

meeting; fix the pay of its members and officers, and provide for the payment of the same, together with the 

necessary expenses of the convention. Before proceeding, the members shall take an oath to support the 

constitution  ̶o̶f̶ ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶,̶ ̶a̶n̶d̶ of the state of Colorado, and to faithfully discharge their duties as members of 

the convention. The qualifications of members shall be the same as of members of the senate; and vacancies 

occurring shall be filled in the manner provided for filling vacancies in the general assembly. Said convention shall 

meet within three months after such election and prepare such revisions, alterations or amendments to the 

constitution as may be deemed necessary; which shall be submitted to the electors for their ratification or rejection at 

an election appointed by the convention for that purpose, not less than two nor more than six months after 

adjournment thereof; and unless so submitted and approved by a majority of the electors voting at the election, no 

such revision, alteration or amendment shall take effect. 

Section 47. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XXIV, amend section 3 as follows: 

Section 3.  Persons entitled to receive pensions.  

From and after January 1, 1957, every citizen of  ̶t̶h̶e̶ ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ who has been a resident of the state of 

Colorado for such period as the general assembly may determine, who has attained the age of sixty years or more, 

and who qualifies under the laws of Colorado to receive a pension, shall be entitled to receive the same; provided, 

however, that no person otherwise qualified shall be denied a pension by reason of the fact that he is the owner of 

real estate occupied by him as a residence; nor for the reason that relatives may be financially able to contribute to 

his support and maintenance; nor shall any person be denied a pension for the reason that he owns personal 

property which by law is exempt from execution or attachment; nor shall any person be required, in order to receive a 

pension, to repay, or promise to repay, the state of Colorado any money paid to him as an old age pension. 



Section 48. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XX, add section 6 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 6. Nᴏ Rɪɢʜᴛ ᴛᴏ Sᴇᴄᴇᴅᴇ. 

Cɪᴛɪᴇs ᴀɴᴅ ᴛᴏᴡɴs ᴀʀᴇ sᴛʀɪᴄᴛʟʏ ꜰᴏʀʙɪᴅᴅᴇɴ ꜰʀᴏᴍ sᴇᴄᴇᴅɪɴɢ ꜰʀᴏᴍ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 49. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article IV, amend section 13 as follows: 

Section 13. Succession to the Office of Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 

 

 

(1) In the case of the death, impeachment, conviction of a felony, ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ or 

resignation of the governor, the office of governor shall be vacant and the lieutenant governor shall take the oath of 

office and shall become governor. 

 

 

(2) Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the lieutenant governor, because of death, impeachment, conviction 

of a felony, ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ or resignation, the governor shall nominate a lieutenant 

governor who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both houses of the general assembly. If the 

person nominated is a member of the general assembly, he may take the oath of office of lieutenant governor, and 

the legislative seat to which he was elected shall be vacant and filled in the manner prescribed by law pursuant to 

section 2 of article V of this constitution. 

 

 

(3) In the event that the governor elect fails to assume the office of governor because of death, resignation, 

ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ or conviction of a felony, or refuses to take the oath of office, the 

lieutenant governor elect shall take the oath of office and shall become governor on the second Tuesday in January in 

accordance with the provisions of section 1 of article IV of this constitution. In the event the lieutenant governor elect 

fails to assume the office of lieutenant governor because of death, resignation, ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ 

Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ or conviction of a felony, or refuses to take the oath of office, the governor elect upon taking office 

shall nominate a lieutenant governor who shall take the oath of office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both 

houses of the general assembly. If the person nominated is a member of the general assembly, he may take the oath 

of office of lieutenant governor, and the legislative seat to which he was elected shall be vacant and filled in the 

manner prescribed by law pursuant to section 2 of article V of this constitution. 

 

 

(4) In the event the lieutenant governor or lieutenant governor elect accedes to the office of governor because of a 

vacancy in said office for any of the causes enumerated in subsections (1) and (3) of this section, the office of 

lieutenant governor shall be vacant. Upon taking office, the new governor shall nominate a lieutenant governor who 

shall take the oath of office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both houses of the general assembly. If the 

person nominated is a member of the general assembly, he may take the oath of office of lieutenant governor, and 

the legislative seat to which he was elected shall be vacant and filled in the manner prescribed by law pursuant to 

section 2 of article V of this constitution. 

 

 



(5) In the event the governor or lieutenant governor, or governor elect or lieutenant governor elect, at the time either 

of the latter is to take the oath of office, is absent from the state or is suffering from a physical or mental disability, 

the powers and duties of the office of governor and the office of lieutenant governor shall, until the absence or 

disability ceases, temporarily devolve upon the lieutenant governor, in the case of the governor, and, in the case of 

the lieutenant governor, upon the first named member of the general assembly listed in subsection (7) of this section 

who is affiliated with the same political party as the lieutenant governor; except that if the lieutenant governor and 

none of said members of the general assembly are affiliated with the same political party, the temporary vacancy in 

the office of lieutenant governor shall be filled by the first named member in said subsection (7). In the event that the 

offices of both the governor and lieutenant governor are vacant at the same time for any of the reasons enumerated 

in this subsection (5), the successors to fill the vacancy in the office of governor and in the office of lieutenant 

governor shall be, respectively, the first and second named members of the general assembly listed in subsection (7) 

of this section who are affiliated with the same political party as the governor; except that if the governor and none of 

said members of the general assembly are affiliated with the same political party, the vacancy in the office of 

governor and the vacancy in the office of lieutenant governor, respectively, shall be filled by the first and second 

named members in said subsection (7). The pro rata salary of the governor or lieutenant governor shall be paid to his 

successor for as long as he serves in such capacity, during which time he shall receive no other salary from the state. 

 

 

(6) The governor or governor elect, lieutenant governor or lieutenant governor elect, or person acting as governor or 

lieutenant governor may transmit to the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives his 

written declaration that he suffers from a physical or mental disability and he is unable to properly discharge the 

powers and duties of the office of governor or lieutenant governor. In the event no such written declaration has been 

made, his physical or mental disability shall be determined by a majority of the supreme court after a hearing held 

pursuant to a joint request submitted by joint resolution adopted by twothirds of all members of each house of the 

general assembly. Such determination shall be final and conclusive. The supreme court, upon its own initiative, shall 

determine if and when such disability ceases. 

 

 

(7) In the event that the offices of both the governor and lieutenant governor are vacant at the same time for any of 

the reasons enumerated in subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section, the successor to fill the vacancy in the office of 

governor shall be the first named of the following members of the general assembly who is affiliated with the same 

political party as the governor: President of the senate, speaker of the house of representatives, minority leader of the 

senate, or minority leader of the house of representatives; except that if the governor and none of said members of 

the general assembly are affiliated with the same political party, the vacancy shall be filled by one such member in the 

order of precedence listed in this subsection (7). The member filling the vacancy pursuant to this subsection (7) shall 

take the oath of office of governor and shall become governor. The office of lieutenant governor shall be filled in the 

same manner as prescribed in subsection (3) of this section when the lieutenant governor elect fails to assume the 

office of lieutenant governor. 

Section 50. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article VI, amend section 20 as follows: 

Section 20. Vacancies. 

 

 



(1) A vacancy in any judicial office in any court of record shall be filled by appointment of the governor, from a list of 

three nominees for the supreme court and any intermediate appellate court, and from a list of two or three nominees 

for all other courts of record, such list to be certified to him by the supreme court nominating commission for a 

vacancy in the supreme court or a vacancy in any intermediate appellate court, and by the judicial district nominating 

commission for a vacancy in any other court in that district. In case of more than one vacancy in any such court, the 

list shall contain not less than two more nominees than there are vacancies to be filled. The list shall be submitted by 

the nominating commission not later than thirty days after the death, retirement, tender of resignation, removal under 

section 23, ᴄᴏɴᴠɪᴄᴛɪᴏɴ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Iɴᴛᴇʀɴᴀᴛɪᴏɴᴀʟ Cʀɪᴍɪɴᴀʟ Cᴏᴜʀᴛ, failure of an incumbent to file a declaration under section 

25, or certification of a negative majority vote on the question of retention in office under section 25 hereof. If the 

governor shall fail to make the appointment (or all of the appointments in case of multiple vacancies) from such list 

within fifteen days from the day it is submitted to him, the appointment (or the remaining appointments in case of 

multiple vacancies) shall be made by the chief justice of the supreme court from the same list within the next fifteen 

days. A justice or judge appointed under the provisions of this section shall hold office for a provisional term of two 

years and then until the second Tuesday in January following the next general election. A nominee shall be under the 

age of seventy-two years at the time his name is submitted to the governor. 

 

 

(2) All justices and judges of courts of record holding office on the effective date of this constitutional amendment 

shall continue in office for the remainder of the respective terms for which they were elected or appointed. Retention 

in office thereafter shall be by election as prescribed in section 25. 

 

 

(3) Other vacancies occurring in judicial offices shall be filled as now or hereafter provided by law. 

 

 

(4)Vacancies occurring in the office of district attorney shall be filled by appointment of the governor. District 

attorneys appointed under the provisions of this section shall hold office until the next general election and until their 

successors elected thereat shall be duly qualified. Such successors shall be elected for the remainder of the unexpired 

term in which the vacancy was created. 

Section 51. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article X, amend section 3.5 as follows: 

Section 3.5. Homestead exemption for qualifying senior citizens and disabled veterans. 

 

 

(1) For property tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2002, fifty percent of the first two hundred thousand 

dollars of actual value of residential real property, as defined by law, that, as of the assessment date, is owner-

occupied and is used as the primary residence of the owner-occupier shall be exempt from property taxation if: 

 

 

(a) The owner-occupier is sixty-five years of age or older as of the assessment date and has owned and occupied such 

residential real property as his or her primary residence for the ten years immediately preceding the assessment date; 



 

 

(b) The owner-occupier is the spouse or surviving spouse of an owner-occupier who previously qualified for a 

property tax exemption for the same residential real property under paragraph (a) of this subsection (1); or 

 

 

(c) For property tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2007, only, the owner-occupier, as of the assessment 

date, is a veteran with a disability. 

 

 

(d) For property tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2023, only, the owner-occupier, as of the assessment 

date, is an eligible spouse. 

 

 

(1.3) An owner-occupier may claim only one exemption per property tax year even if the owner-occupier qualifies for 

an exemption under both paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section and either paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of 

subsection (1) of this section. 

 

 

(1.5) For purposes of this section, "veteran with a disability" means an individual who has served on active duty in the 

United States ᴏʀ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ armed forces, including a member of the Colorado national guard who has been ordered 

into the active military service of the United States, has been separated therefrom under honorable conditions, and 

has established a service-connected disability that has been rated by the federal department of veterans affairs as one 

hundred percent permanent disability through disability retirement benefits or a pension pursuant to a law or 

regulation administered by the department, the department of homeland security, or the department of the army, 

navy, or air force or has individual unemployability status as determined by the  ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Department 

of Veterans Affairs. 

 

 

(1.7) As used in this section, "eligible spouse" means either a surviving spouse of a united states armed forces service 

member who died in the line of duty and received a death gratuity from the Department of Defense pursuant to 10 

U.S.C. Sec. 1475 et seq. or a surviving spouse of a veteran whose death resulted from a service-related injury or 

disease as determined by the  ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Department of Veterans Affairs if the surviving spouse is 

receiving dependency indemnity compensation awarded by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 

pursuant to chapter 13 of Part II of Title 38 of the United States Code, Chapter 5 of Part I of Title 38 of the United 

States Code, and any other applicable provision of federal law. 

 

 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, section 20 of this article, or any other 

constitutional provision, for any property tax year commencing on or after January 1, 2003, the general assembly may 



raise or lower by law the maximum amount of actual value of residential real property of which fifty percent shall be 

exempt under subsection (1) of this section. 

 

 

(3) For any property tax year commencing on or after January 1, 2002, the general assembly shall compensate each 

local governmental entity that receives property tax revenues for the net amount of property tax revenues lost as a 

result of the property tax exemption provided for in this section. For purposes of section 20 of article X of this 

constitution, such compensation shall not be included in local government fiscal year spending and approval of this 

section by the voters statewide shall constitute a voter-approved revenue change to allow the maximum amount of 

state fiscal year spending for the 2001-02 state fiscal year to be increased by forty-four million one hundred twenty-

three thousand six hundred four dollars and to include said amount in state fiscal year spending for said state fiscal 

year for the purpose of calculating subsequent state fiscal year spending limits. Payments made from the state 

general fund to compensate local governmental entities for property tax revenues lost as a result of the property tax 

exemption provided for in this section shall not be subject to any statutory limitation on general fund appropriations 

because the enactment of this section by the people of Colorado constitutes voter approval of a weakening of any 

such limitation. 

Section 52. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, amend section 14 as follows: 

Section 14. Medical use of marijuana for persons suffering from debilitating medical conditions. 

 

 

(1) As used in this section, these terms are defined as follows: 

 

 

(a) "Debilitating medical condition" means: 

 

 

(I) Cancer, glaucoma, positive status for human immunodeficiency virus, or acquired immune deficiency syndrome, or 

treatment for such conditions; 

 

 

(II) A chronic or debilitating disease or medical condition, or treatment for such conditions, which produces, for a 

specific patient, one or more of the following, and for which, in the professional opinion of the patient's physician, 

such condition or conditions reasonably may be alleviated by the medical use of marijuana: cachexia; severe pain; 

severe nausea; seizures, including those that are characteristic of epilepsy; or persistent muscle spasms, including 

those that are characteristic of multiple sclerosis; or 

 

 

(III) Any other medical condition, or treatment for such condition, approved by the state health agency, pursuant to its 

rule making authority or its approval of any petition submitted by a patient or physician as provided in this section. 



 

 

(b) "Medical use" means the acquisition, possession, production, use, or transportation of marijuana or paraphernalia 

related to the administration of such marijuana to address the symptoms or effects of a patient's debilitating medical 

condition, which may be authorized only after a diagnosis of the patient's debilitating medical condition by a 

physician or physicians, as provided by this section. 

 

 

(c) "Parent" means a custodial mother or father of a patient under the age of eighteen years, any person having 

custody of a patient under the age of eighteen years, or any person serving as a legal guardian for a patient under the 

age of eighteen years. 

 

 

(d) "Patient" means a person who has a debilitating medical condition. 

 

 

(e) "Physician" means a doctor of medicine who maintains, in good standing, a license to practice medicine issued by 

the state of Colorado. 

 

 

(f) "Primary care-giver" means a person, other than the patient and the patient's physician, who is eighteen years of 

age or older and has significant responsibility for managing the well-being of a patient who has a debilitating medical 

condition. 

 

 

(g) "Registry identification card" means that document, issued by the state health agency, which identifies a patient 

authorized to engage in the medical use of marijuana and such patient's primary care-giver, if any has been 

designated. 

 

 

(h) "State health agency" means that public health related entity of state government designated by the governor to 

establish and maintain a confidential registry of patients authorized to engage in the medical use of marijuana and 

enact rules to administer this program. 

 

 

(i) "Usable form of marijuana" means the seeds, leaves, buds, and flowers of the plant (genus) cannabis, and any 

mixture or preparation thereof, which are appropriate for medical use as provided in this section, but excludes the 

plant's stalks, stems, and roots. 

 

 



(j) "Written documentation" means a statement signed by a patient's physician or copies of the patient's pertinent 

medical records. 

 

 

(2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (5), (6), and (8) of this section, a patient or primary care-giver 

charged with a violation of the state's criminal laws related to the patient's medical use of marijuana will be deemed 

to have established an affirmative defense to such allegation where: 

 

 

(I) The patient was previously diagnosed by a physician as having a debilitating medical condition; 

 

 

(II) The patient was advised by his or her physician, in the context of a bona fide physician-patient relationship, that 

the patient might benefit from the medical use of marijuana in connection with a debilitating medical condition; and 

 

 

(III) The patient and his or her primary care-giver were collectively in possession of amounts of marijuana only as 

permitted under this section. 

 

 

This affirmative defense shall not exclude the assertion of any other defense where a patient or primary care-giver is 

charged with a violation of state law related to the patient's medical use of marijuana. 

 

 

(b) Effective June 1, 1999, it shall be an exception from the state's criminal laws for any patient or primary care-giver in 

lawful possession of a registry identification card to engage or assist in the medical use of marijuana, except as 

otherwise provided in subsections (5) and (8) of this section. 

 

 

(c) It shall be an exception from the state's criminal laws for any physician to: 

 

 

(I) Advise a patient whom the physician has diagnosed as having a debilitating medical condition, about the risks and 

benefits of medical use of marijuana or that he or she might benefit from the medical use of marijuana, provided that 

such advice is based upon the physician's contemporaneous assessment of the patient's medical history and current 

medical condition and a bona fide physician-patient relationship; or 

 

 



(II) Provide a patient with written documentation, based upon the physician's contemporaneous assessment of the 

patient's medical history and current medical condition and a bona fide physician-patient relationship, stating that the 

patient has a debilitating medical condition and might benefit from the medical use of marijuana. 

 

 

No physician shall be denied any rights or privileges for the acts authorized by this subsection. 

 

 

(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, no person, including a patient or primary care-giver, shall be entitled to 

the protection of this section for his or her acquisition, possession, manufacture, production, use, sale, distribution, 

dispensing, or transportation of marijuana for any use other than medical use. 

 

 

(e) Any property interest that is possessed, owned, or used in connection with the medical use of marijuana or acts 

incidental to such use, shall not be harmed, neglected, injured, or destroyed while in the possession of state or local 

law enforcement officials where such property has been seized in connection with the claimed medical use of 

marijuana. Any such property interest shall not be forfeited under any provision of state law providing for the 

forfeiture of property other than as a sentence imposed after conviction of a criminal offense or entry of a plea of 

guilty to such offense. Marijuana and paraphernalia seized by state or local law enforcement officials from a patient or 

primary care-giver in connection with the claimed medical use of marijuana shall be returned immediately upon the 

determination of the district attorney or his or her designee that the patient or primary care-giver is entitled to the 

protection contained in this section as may be evidenced, for example, by a decision not to prosecute, the dismissal of 

charges, or acquittal. 

 

 

(3) The state health agency shall create and maintain a confidential registry of patients who have applied for and are 

entitled to receive a registry identification card according to the criteria set forth in this subsection, effective June 1, 

1999. 

 

 

(a) No person shall be permitted to gain access to any information about patients in the state health agency's 

confidential registry, or any information otherwise maintained by the state health agency about physicians and 

primary care-givers, except for authorized employees of the state health agency in the course of their official duties 

and authorized employees of state or local law enforcement agencies which have stopped or arrested a person who 

claims to be engaged in the medical use of marijuana and in possession of a registry identification card or its 

functional equivalent, pursuant to paragraph (e) of this subsection (3). Authorized employees of state or local law 

enforcement agencies shall be granted access to the information contained within the state health agency's 

confidential registry only for the purpose of verifying that an individual who has presented a registry identification 

card to a state or local law enforcement official is lawfully in possession of such card. 

 

 



(b) In order to be placed on the state's confidential registry for the medical use of marijuana, a patient must reside in 

Colorado and submit the completed application form adopted by the state health agency, including the following 

information, to the state health agency: 

 

 

(I) The original or a copy of written documentation stating that the patient has been diagnosed with a debilitating 

medical condition and the physician's conclusion that the patient might benefit from the medical use of marijuana; 

 

 

(II) The name, address, date of birth, and social security number of the patient; 

 

 

(III) The name, address, and telephone number of the patient's physician; and 

 

 

(IV) The name and address of the patient's primary care-giver, if one is designated at the time of application. 

 

 

(c) Within thirty days of receiving the information referred to in subparagraphs (3) (b) (I)-(IV), the state health agency 

shall verify medical information contained in the patient's written documentation. The agency shall notify the 

applicant that his or her application for a registry identification card has been denied if the agency's review of such 

documentation discloses that: the information required pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) of this section has not been 

provided or has been falsified; the documentation fails to state that the patient has a debilitating medical condition 

specified in this section or by state health agency rule; or the physician does not have a license to practice medicine 

issued by the state of Colorado. Otherwise, not more than five days after verifying such information, the state health 

agency shall issue one serially numbered registry identification card to the patient, stating: 

 

 

(I) The patient's name, address, date of birth, and social security number; 

 

 

(II) That the patient's name has been certified to the state health agency as a person who has a debilitating medical 

condition, whereby the patient may address such condition with the medical use of marijuana; 

 

 

(III) The date of issuance of the registry identification card and the date of expiration of such card, which shall be one 

year from the date of issuance; and 

 

 



(IV) The name and address of the patient's primary care-giver, if any is designated at the time of application. 

 

 

(d) Except for patients applying pursuant to subsection (6) of this section, where the state health agency, within thirty-

five days of receipt of an application, fails to issue a registry identification card or fails to issue verbal or written notice 

of denial of such application, the patient's application for such card will be deemed to have been approved. Receipt 

shall be deemed to have occurred upon delivery to the state health agency, or deposit in the  ̶U̶n̶i̶t̶e̶d̶ ̶S̶t̶a̶t̶e̶s̶ 

COLORADO mails. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no application shall be deemed received prior to June 1, 1999. A 

patient who is questioned by any state or local law enforcement official about his or her medical use of marijuana 

shall provide a copy of the application submitted to the state health agency, including the written documentation and 

proof of the date of mailing or other transmission of the written documentation for delivery to the state health 

agency, which shall be accorded the same legal effect as a registry identification card, until such time as the patient 

receives notice that the application has been denied. 

 

 

(e) A patient whose application has been denied by the state health agency may not reapply during the six months 

following the date of the denial and may not use an application for a registry identification card as provided in 

paragraph (3) (d) of this section. The denial of a registry identification card shall be considered a final agency action. 

Only the patient whose application has been denied shall have standing to contest the agency action. 

 

 

(f) When there has been a change in the name, address, physician, or primary care- giver of a patient who has 

qualified for a registry identification card, that patient must notify the state health agency of any such change within 

ten days. A patient who has not designated a primary care-giver at the time of application to the state health agency 

may do so in writing at any time during the effective period of the registry identification card, and the primary care-

giver may act in this capacity after such designation. To maintain an effective registry identification card, a patient 

must annually resubmit, at least thirty days prior to the expiration date stated on the registry identification card, 

updated written documentation to the state health agency, as well as the name and address of the patient's primary 

care-giver, if any is designated at such time. 

 

 

(g) Authorized employees of state or local law enforcement agencies shall immediately notify the state health agency 

when any person in possession of a registry identification card has been determined by a court of law to have willfully 

violated the provisions of this section or its implementing legislation, or has pled guilty to such offense. 

 

 

(h) A patient who no longer has a debilitating medical condition shall return his or her registry identification card to 

the state health agency within twenty-four hours of receiving such diagnosis by his or her physician. 

 

 



(i) The state health agency may determine and levy reasonable fees to pay for any direct or indirect administrative 

costs associated with its role in this program. 

 

 

(4)(a) A patient may engage in the medical use of marijuana, with no more marijuana than is medically necessary to 

address a debilitating medical condition. A patient's medical use of marijuana, within the following limits, is lawful: 

 

 

(I) No more than two ounces of a usable form of marijuana; and 

 

 

(II) No more than six marijuana plants, with three or fewer being mature, flowering plants that are producing a usable 

form of marijuana. 

 

 

(b) For quantities of marijuana in excess of these amounts, a patient or his or her primary care-giver may raise as an 

affirmative defense to charges of violation of state law that such greater amounts were medically necessary to address 

the patient's debilitating medical condition. 

 

 

(5)(a) No patient shall: 

 

 

(I) Engage in the medical use of marijuana in a way that endangers the health or well-being of any person; or 

 

 

(II) Engage in the medical use of marijuana in plain view of, or in a place open to, the general public. 

 

 

(b) In addition to any other penalties provided by law, the state health agency shall revoke for a period of one year 

the registry identification card of any patient found to have willfully violated the provisions of this section or the 

implementing legislation adopted by the general assembly. 

 

 

(6) Notwithstanding paragraphs (2) (a) and (3) (d) of this section, no patient under eighteen years of age shall engage 

in the medical use of marijuana unless: 

 

 



(a) Two physicians have diagnosed the patient as having a debilitating medical condition; 

 

 

(b) One of the physicians referred to in paragraph (6) (a) has explained the possible risks and benefits of medical use 

of marijuana to the patient and each of the patient's parents residing in Colorado; 

 

 

(c) The physicians referred to in paragraph (6) (b) has provided the patient with the written documentation, specified 

in subparagraph (3) (b) (I); 

 

 

(d) Each of the patient's parents residing in Colorado consent in writing to the state health agency to permit the 

patient to engage in the medical use of marijuana; 

 

 

(e) A parent residing in Colorado consents in writing to serve as a patient's primary care-giver; 

 

 

(f) A parent serving as a primary care-giver completes and submits an application for a registry identification card as 

provided in subparagraph (3) (b) of this section and the written consents referred to in paragraph (6) (d) to the state 

health agency; 

 

 

(g) The state health agency approves the patient's application and transmits the patient's registry identification card 

to the parent designated as a primary care-giver; 

 

 

(h) The patient and primary care-giver collectively possess amounts of marijuana no greater than those specified in 

subparagraph (4) (a) (I) and (II); and 

 

 

(i) The primary care-giver controls the acquisition of such marijuana and the dosage and frequency of its use by the 

patient. 

 

 

(7) Not later than March 1, 1999, the governor shall designate, by executive order, the state health agency as defined 

in paragraph (1) (g) of this section. 



 

 

(8) Not later than April 30, 1999, the General Assembly shall define such terms and enact such legislation as may be 

necessary for implementation of this section, as well as determine and enact criminal penalties for: 

 

 

(a) Fraudulent representation of a medical condition by a patient to a physician, state health agency, or state or local 

law enforcement official for the purpose of falsely obtaining a registry identification card or avoiding arrest and 

prosecution; 

 

 

(b) Fraudulent use or theft of any person's registry identification card to acquire, possess, produce, use, sell, distribute, 

or transport marijuana, including but not limited to cards that are required to be returned where patients are no 

longer diagnosed as having a debilitating medical condition; 

 

 

(c) Fraudulent production or counterfeiting of, or tampering with, one or more registry identification cards; or 

 

 

(d) Breach of confidentiality of information provided to or by the state health agency. 

 

 

(9) Not later than June 1, 1999, the state health agency shall develop and make available to residents of Colorado an 

application form for persons seeking to be listed on the confidential registry of patients. By such date, the state health 

agency shall also enact rules of administration, including but not limited to rules governing the establishment and 

confidentiality of the registry, the verification of medical information, the issuance and form of registry identification 

cards, communications with law enforcement officials about registry identification cards that have been suspended 

where a patient is no longer diagnosed as having a debilitating medical condition, and the manner in which the 

agency may consider adding debilitating medical conditions to the list provided in this section. Beginning June 1, 

1999, the state health agency shall accept physician or patient initiated petitions to add debilitating medical 

conditions to the list provided in this section and, after such hearing as the state health agency deems appropriate, 

shall approve or deny such petitions within one hundred eighty days of submission. The decision to approve or deny 

a petition shall be considered a final agency action. 

 

 

(10)(a) No governmental, private, or any other health insurance provider shall be required to be liable for any claim 

for reimbursement for the medical use of marijuana. 

 

 



(b) Nothing in this section shall require any employer to accommodate the medical use of marijuana in any work 

place. 

 

 

(11) Unless otherwise provided by this section, all provisions of this section shall become effective upon official 

declaration of the vote hereon by proclamation of the governor, pursuant to article V, section (1) (4), and shall apply 

to acts or offenses committed on or after that date. 

Section 53. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 27 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 27. Dɪssᴏʟᴠɪɴɢ ᴀ Dᴇꜰɪᴀɴᴛ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ Gᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ. 

Iɴ ᴛʜᴇ ᴇᴠᴇɴᴛ ᴛʜᴀᴛ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ ʀᴇꜰᴜsᴇs ᴛᴏ ᴇɴꜰᴏʀᴄᴇ ᴛʜɪs ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ, ᴀʟʟ ᴘᴜʙʟɪᴄ ᴏꜰꜰɪᴄᴇs ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ 

sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ sʜᴀʟʟ ʙᴇ ᴅᴇᴄʟᴀʀᴇᴅ ᴠᴀᴄᴀɴᴛ. Iɴ sᴜᴄʜ ᴇᴠᴇɴᴛ, ɪꜰ ᴇɴᴏᴜɢʜ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ᴘᴇᴏᴘʟᴇ ʜᴏʟᴅɪɴɢ ᴛʜᴏsᴇ ᴘᴜʙʟɪᴄ ᴏꜰꜰɪᴄᴇs ʀᴇꜰᴜsᴇ 

ᴛᴏ ʟᴇᴀᴠᴇ ᴏꜰꜰɪᴄᴇ ᴛᴏ sᴛᴏᴘ ᴡʜᴏᴇᴠᴇʀ ꜰɪʟʟs ᴛʜᴇ ᴠᴀᴄᴀɴᴄɪᴇs ꜰʀᴏᴍ ᴇɴꜰᴏʀᴄɪɴɢ ᴛʜɪs ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ, ᴍᴇᴍʙᴇʀs ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ 

ᴡʜᴏ ᴀɢʀᴇᴇ ᴛᴏ ᴇɴꜰᴏʀᴄᴇ ᴛʜɪs ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ sʜᴀʟʟ ꜰᴏʀᴍ ᴀ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪsɪᴏɴᴀʟ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ, ᴡʜɪᴄʜ sʜᴀʟʟ ᴄʟᴀɪᴍ ᴛᴏ ʙᴇ ᴛʜᴇ ʟᴇɢɪᴛɪᴍᴀᴛᴇ 

ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ, ᴀɴᴅ ʜᴀᴠᴇ ᴛʜᴇ ᴘᴏᴡᴇʀ ᴛᴏ ᴏᴠᴇʀʀᴜʟᴇ ᴛʜɪs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ, ᴀʟʟ ᴏᴛʜᴇʀ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪsɪᴏɴs ɪɴ ᴛʜɪs ᴄᴏɴsᴛɪᴛᴜᴛɪᴏɴ 

ᴛᴏ ᴛʜᴇ ᴄᴏɴᴛʀᴀʀʏ ɴᴏᴛᴡɪᴛʜsᴛᴀɴᴅɪɴɢ. Iɴ sᴜᴄʜ ᴇᴠᴇɴᴛ, ᴛʜᴇ ᴍᴇᴍʙᴇʀs ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ɢᴇɴᴇʀᴀʟ ᴀssᴇᴍʙʟʏ ᴡʜᴏ ꜰᴏʀᴍ ᴀ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪsɪᴏɴᴀʟ 

ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ sʜᴀʟʟ ᴅᴇᴛᴇʀᴍɪɴᴇ ᴛʜᴇ sᴛʀᴜᴄᴛᴜʀᴇ ᴏꜰ ᴛʜᴇ ᴘʀᴏᴠɪsɪᴏɴᴀʟ ɢᴏᴠᴇʀɴᴍᴇɴᴛ. Rᴇꜰᴜsɪɴɢ ᴛᴏ ᴇɴꜰᴏʀᴄᴇ ᴛʜɪs ɪɴɪᴛɪᴀᴛɪᴠᴇ ɪs 

ᴛʀᴇᴀsᴏɴ. 

Section 54. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article XVIII, add section 28 as follows: 

Sᴇᴄᴛɪᴏɴ 28. Nᴇᴡ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs Lᴀᴡs. 

Aʟʟ Uɴɪᴛᴇᴅ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇs ʟᴀᴡs, ᴄᴏᴜʀᴛ ʀᴜʟɪɴɢs, ʀᴇɢᴜʟᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴘʀᴇsɪᴅᴇɴᴛɪᴀʟ ᴘʀᴏᴄʟᴀᴍᴀᴛɪᴏɴs, ᴀɴᴅ ᴇxᴇᴄᴜᴛɪᴠᴇ ᴏʀᴅᴇʀs ᴘᴀssᴇᴅ ᴏʀ ɪssᴜᴇᴅ 

ᴏɴ ᴏʀ ᴀꜰᴛᴇʀ Jᴀɴᴜᴀʀʏ 20ᴛʜ, 2025 ᴀʀᴇ ɴᴜʟʟ ᴀɴᴅ ᴠᴏɪᴅ ɪɴ ᴛʜᴇ Sᴛᴀᴛᴇ ᴏꜰ Cᴏʟᴏʀᴀᴅᴏ. 

Section 55. Effective date. This initiative takes effect on January 1st, 2027. 

 


